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＋ whit period the Mary 
ſcript of this woik was 


executed, and whether it bear 
original or a tranflation, are 


points impoſſible to be deter- 


mined from any thing which de- 


curs in the narrative. The au- 


4 


thor ſeems to have written it 


under a poſitive conſciouſneſs of 

the Metempſychoſis, or Tranſ- 

migration of the Soul. But it is 
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where no coticurring evidence is 
cited, the narrative has ſoοh 
the air of probability, chat it al- 
moſt appears equally entitled ta 
hiſtorical, credit... As A; mixture 


however. of. cen and truth, it 
blends informaticn With enter-, 
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tainment 3.2 and thoſe readers. who. 
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would. acquire a Knowledge of 
the. ancient nations, wall find; in 
theſe Memoirs a more copious, as 
well as more lively . repreſens. 


tation of them than any Library. 


nom can fd. The proſtitu - 


tion at tha Temple of Venus, the 
Sale of che Babylonian, Young 


Women, | 


- 
, 
— + — — > 


3 


2 T 1 Nu 0 0 
Women, the Sacre; ff the College 


of Chaldeans, and the Hanging 


Girdcus ät Baby lön, cr 1 Rich 
Hiſtory has preſerved little elſe 


but che name's weich the intro) 
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many cuſtoms of the Egyptians, 
 #iT6ther nations, are delineated in 
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uch a manner. as if, the, authar 


had — been pteſent at thoſe 


ſcrnes. He" appeats in the cha- 
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rafter. of a. Traveller, not only 


clirdugh different coutitiies, but a 


feries of ages; and bas, collected 


iin 


in his Progreſs ſome of the moſt. 


curious &currentes- iu ancient 
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1 ſoul was launched i into >the 
world ſoon after the general 
Defiant and has now undergone 
three hundred and fourteen tranſmi⸗ 
grations. I might therefore begin 
my hiſtory at a very early period; 
but, for particular reaſons, I ſhall 
Vor. I, 9 content 


2 7 


content myſelf with deducing it from 
a later zra, I was born in Armenia 
on the day when Candaules, king of 
Lydia, was aſſaſſinated by Gyges, to 


whom, in a fit of extreme folly, he 


had expoſed the perſon of his beau- 
tiful queen quite naked. The ſingu- 
larity of this incident ſpread the news 


rapidly oyer the Eaft ; but to our fa- 


mily it proved particularly intereſt- 
ing, as the queen was nearly related 
to my father, He was a native of 
Lydia, and had the richeſt poſſeſſions 
in that country, His eſtate lay upon 
the banks of the Pactolus, a little 
below the place where Midas waſhed 
himſelf, and impregnated the river 
with gold. The riches amaffed by 


my 


CSY 

my anceſtors, during three ſucceſſive 
generations, were ſo great as to be- 
come an object of envy to the king, 
who had his reſidence at Sardis. By 
the adyice therefore of an uncle, who 
was 2 man of prudence and diſcern- 
ment, he was perſuaded to withdravy 
his treaſure privately from Lydi ia, 
and to betake himſelf to a country 
at ſome diſtance, where he might 
avoid the depredation and perſonal 
violence which there was reaſon to 
apprehend from the avarice of his 
formidable neighbour, 


The means firſt propoſed for carry- 
ing the deſign into execution, was to 
procure a veſſel at the neareſt port in 
Ionia; but the danger of a diſcovery 
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by the king, or, if this could be 
eluded, the hazard of falling a ſa- 
crifice to pirates, who were then ex- 
tremely numerous upon thoſe coaſts, 
induced him to change the plan of 
conducting his emigration : reſolving 
at laſt, as the ſafeſt courſe, to tranſ- 
port himſelf over the mountains. 
Accordingly,” with his own ſlaves 
and horſes, he ſet out in the night, 
furniſhed 'with® ſuch a quantity of 
gold as might ſecure a ſplendid eſta- 
bliſhment in any part of Ata. The 
remainder of his vaſt treuſures, in 
caſe any mikfattuflate ict ident ſnotid 
happen upon his Joufiley, he previ- 
ouſly buried in the ground, in a ſpot 
known only t his futhfülunele; and, 

15 to 
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to prevent any purſuit from the king 
of Lydia, he took care to have a re- 
port propagated, that, in conſequence 
of a ſolemn vom formerly made, he 
was gone to dedicate the greater part 
of his riches to the Delphie Oracle, 
now become famous through all the 
Grecian colonies. 
The ſtratagem ſucceeded: to his 
wiſh : he continued his route without 
any moleſtation, and at laſt arrived in 
Armenia, in the northern part of which 
he purchaſed a large tract of land, 
much reſembling the beautiful eſtate 
he had abdicated on the banks of the 
Pactolus. What rendered this ſitua- 
tion more delightful to him was, that 
it commanded an extenſive proſpect 
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of the Euphrates, and lay within 2 
few miles of the mountain upon which 
the ark of Noah reſted when the wa- 
ters had begun to decline. 


My father has often carried me 
with him to view this venerable ſpot, 
which he always beheld with a de+ 
gree of enthuſiaſm. A large portion 
of the ark was yet remaining; and, 


from the dryneſs of the ſituation, the 


whole edifice might have reſiſted the 
injuries of time: but it had been 
gradually dilapidated by the inhabi- 
tants of the cireumjacent countries, 
where almoff every family preſerved 


a fragment of this ſacred relic. - 


The Deluge was an event which 


=y worthy parent uſed often to men- 
9 ‚ tion. 
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tion; My dear Polydore, he would 
ſay to me, I conſider it as the grand 
epoch of the tranſmigration of ſouls. 
For, though my ſoul has changed ita 
manſion almoſt three hundred times, 
it never yet inhabited the bady of 
any aquatic animal; nor have I ever 
been informed of any foul that Was 
daomed to ſuch a ſtate of exiſterice; 
which muſt have been the caſe wich 
many, had tranſmigration begun be- 
fore the Deluge. Is this remark con- 
formable alſo to your experience, 
Polydore? < Entirely, my deat 
papa; replied I; and my ſoul has now 
tranſmigrated a hundred and fourteen 
times Then, my dear, ſaid he; 
you are older than your father: but; 
an B 4 accord- 
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K6XFdBgito then principles. of the 
atemnbtaheſis, fs is neither para- 
doxical 895 abſurd. : What was yur 
laſt granſmigration, my dear child d. 
At-this.queſtion/ I; bluſhed,. and befi- 
tated to reply. ® Doniveoneeal this 
circumſtafice froim*ybur-father, my 
dear, ſaid he. I know ſulficiently 


well che zufinrnities of our nature, and 
have haen to often e aſtfay by 


humani wealenefs o Hutol Haves at 
length/anquited che impumapt knows 
lege of the. duties we owe toihesvenz 


and by, diſscharging theſe carefully 


ve ſhall eſcape alli diſageeeable tranſ 
migrations. o This uſeſul knawledgey 
my dear child. I am now. toi commu 


Neat 0. you datxriting band let me 
oben A OQ EntreaTt 


' T2 4 
entreat that you, engrave it on Joy 
heart. You will find it a more valu- 
able poſſeſſion than all the riches 
great as they are, which I ſhall leave 
you. But firſt, tell me ingenuouſly 
what was your laſt tranſmigration: 
Speak out my dear“ Dear papa, 
replied I, in my laſt tranſmigratiori 
animated a horſe during fifteen 
years.” am glad, faid he, that 
you were not doomed: to an inferior 
animal. But by ſtrictly obſerving 
the concĩſe ſyſtem of morality which 
I ſnall put into your hands, you will 
henceforth” enjoy the happineſs, of 
never being degtaded from the hu- 
man ſpecies. He then gave me the 
valuable code he had mentioned, and 

sp " which 
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which 'T have ever ſince endeavored 
ſtudiouſly to mo the rule of * 
life. N 4 

When I was in the three and twen- 
tieth year of my age, my father died, 
and left me in the moſt: opulent cir- 
cumſtances of any man in Armenia. 
Having a ſtrong deſire for travelling, 
I determined to gratify my: curiofity 
by a viſit to Babylon, a city at this 
time the maſt renowned in the world, 
With this reſolution T'' ſet about 
arranging my domeſtic affairs, and 
in two months was x prepared! to take 
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JOURNEY TO''B You. 


HE time when 1 ſet out from 


Armenia was abaut the middle 
of March, a ſeaſon at which, i in that 


' eT 


country, the ſpring was grea ty al 
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vanced, Innumerable trees 0 vari- 


ous kinds were in full bloſſom; and 


the helds were covered with verdure, 
intermixed with natural flowers 3 
whilſt bleating flocks and lowing 
herds overſpread the valleys on A 


hand. EY 
Accompanied by two ſervants on 
ae I purſued my route during 


a whole 
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a whole day along the banks of the 
Araxes, near which my houſe was 
fituated. This river has always been 


celebrated for the rapidity of its cur- 
rent“; and the fight of it at preſent 


encreaſed my ardor to deſcend into 


the plains of Aſia. After travel- 
ling ten days, we met with, few 
houſes; but the number. of tents 
might have been ſufficient for the 


encampment of a great army. 'To 
one or other of thoſe which lay near- 


eſt, we always had recourſe, i in the 
day for occaſional refreſhment, and 
in the night for repoſe. This had 
been the country of the Patriarchs, 


and of all I had ever ſeen, was the 


1 5 
„ Pontem indignatus Araxes. 
JA. moſt 


1 23 3 
moſt happily adapted to the eaſe and 
tranquillity of the paſtoral life. Pri 
mœval ſimplicity of manners was ſtill 
the characteriſtic of the inhabitants: 
They received us with all the unuf. 
fected marks of the moſt” cordial 
friendſhip, and ſeemed from their be: 
haviour to think that we had as good 


a right to the produce of nature 4 


themſelves. Living near the ſcetie 


where' the Whole bam fate had 
once Cy of a fio ele family, 


3 £! Pi 1 3 
they univerſ: "regarded. its de- 
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ſcend Jants as their brothers ar and fiſters. 
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In all the teqts which we © entered, 


the beſt. entertainment they; could 
readily afford was conſtantly laid 
before us. In ſome of them, if out 
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time would permit, a tender kid 
trom the Hock was dreſſed for the 
gratification of our appetite; cakes 
of the fineſt flour were prepared v with 
all poffible ſperd; and in every tent 
the milk, and butter, and cheeſe were 
the moſt delicious 1 had ever taſted. 
The juice of the grape was likewiſe 
not unknown to this happy-people z 
but they uſed it with ſuch temperance 
that they were utter ſtrangers to in- 
toxication. 

Uninterrupted health and chear- 
fulneſs were the natural. concomi- 
tants of ſuch a life. Of the uſe of any 
medicine, they had never ſo much as 
heard. When I mentioned the divi- 
ſion of property which took place in 

Armenia 


L 2s 1 


Armenia and other countries, they 
ſeemed aſtoniſhed at the degeneracy 
of mind which could dictate ſuch an 
idea. The hills, the valleys, the 
fruif-trees, were all in common 
amongſt them : nor was any thing ap- 
propriated throughout the country, 
except the poſſeſſion of the marriage- 
able worgen. A violation of modeſty 
was held infamous in both ſexes; and 
it was the general voice of tradi- 
tion, that never once, fince the De- 
luge, had the land been pottured 
with human blood. 


The happineſs which 1 enjoyed 
amongſt this people induced me to 
proceed only by ſhort ſtages; and had 
not my curioſity to viſit Babylon over- 
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11 
powered every o ther conſiderat ion, I 


could willingly have ſpent my life 1 in 


this delightful ſociety, without any 
regard | for the riches which I had 
left behind me ib Armenia. 1 might 
have obtained, and was offered by 
many of the inhabitants a pumber of 
ſheep, goats, and cows: my two ſer- 
vants might have ſhared the ſame 
beneficence: with tepts and neceſſary 
utenſils, a thouſand. would have fur- 
niſhed us; and we might each of 
us have procured ourſelves wives 


amongſtti the faireſt virgins of the coun- 
try. But all theſe allurements I ſacri- 
ficed to my invincible paſſion for tra- 
velling ; not however for the idle cu- 
riofity of only gratifying the ſigbt, but 

of 
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of viewing. the manners ij polity 
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of nations where the arts and ſciences 


e 


are cultivated. ” The attaintnent 'of 
wiſdom was Always the object of my 
reſearches; of wiſdom a8 conducive 
to happineſß! but ſorry Lam to füy, 
that, though I have long cultivated a 
familiar aequaintance with the for- 
mer, the latter has hitherto eluded 
my moſt ardent purſuit. I have per- 
petually found her to be a phantom 
which all are hunting after; but 
which I believe no mortal ever ens 
joyed, except d on the banks of the 

| 1 4 


Euphrates. 


Whilſt rebate in 15 country, 


] was inquiſitive af after monuments of 
the antsdilu fn tt times; and, though | 


Vor. I. C I failed 


E 
f failed in all my reſearches concern 
ing the ſituation of paradiſe, my cu- 
rioſity was not wholly ungratified. 
On a {mall eminence, at a little diſ- 
tance from the Babes and ſur- 
rounded with a beautiful grove of 
orange- trees, I was ſhown an object, 


which rivetted my attention ſo much 

that I could not quit the ſpot for two 
hours. It was an gblopg: ſtone, of a 
large ſize, aud bore the appearance 
of having onde been rudely faſhioned 
by the hand ef the maſan- . Though 
covered on all ſides: with moſs, the 
following inſcrip tion, ( in Nd | 
characters, was: za & 54% % 210% 
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Tears of yeneration trickled down 
my cheeks while I gazed at the 
monument of the man who had 
people the world: and à fit of 
ſympathetic affection ſeizing me, 1 
could notrefrain from embracing all 
the petſons preſent, as lineal deſcend- 
ants of the ſame progenitor.” ** O! 
my dear brethren, faid I, for at this 
moment T can call you only by that 
name, would to God that men al- 
ey 3 Ways 


FTW... b = 
1 


( 201 


ways kept 1 in mind the relation in 
which they ſtand to each other! 
Every Kind of fraud and violence, 
thoſe ſcourges of the earth, would then 

for ever be extinguiſhed ; and inno- 
cence, with tranquillity i in her trait, 


might ſpread the bleſſings of paradiſe 
over the world. Happy are ye, who 


have this memorial. conſtantly before 
your eyes. If I cannot hope for the 


power of rendering i its influence more 
general, at leaſt the impreflion of it 


? 
will remain indelible 3 in my heart. 4A 
; After continuing our journey tud 

a; 
days longer, the river became naviga- 


ble; and as a veſſel might eaſily be 
procured, I reſolved to proceed to 
Babylon by water, as the eaſieſt and 
| th 2 moſt 


L 21 J 
moſt expeditious method of travel- 
ling. I therefore leſt my horſes with 


a very obliging landlord at our laſt 
ſtage, and embarked with my fer- 


vants on board a veſſel, which ſailed 


with us immediately The country 
on both ſides afforded the proſ pect of 
a rich ſoil, bur very different in ap- 


pearanee fr m that. through whieh 
we had pa 150. | The trees were leſ- 


£ 37 


ſened in number as. well as variety, 


Den Frey * 5 


whilſt high cultivation ſuperſeded the 
beauties of nature. The lofty towers 
of Babylon encreaſed every hour to 


107 If? 


the ſight; and on thethird day frorn 


75 


* 


gur embarkation we landed in the 


heart of this magnificent and cele- 
brated d capital, 
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ACCOUNT . op. . PROSTITUTION 
Ar THE TEMPLE OF. VENVS, AMD 
..OF ANOTHER EXTRAORDINARY 
CUSTOM. AMONGST THE. BAYYLQ- 
NIANS, _ 


i 
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OO after my arrival viffted 

the temple of Venus, many of 
which edifices had been pointed out 
to me on the banks of the Euphrates. 
Ie was a plain building of briek, 
with four columns in the front, on 
which was erected a pediment. Be. 
bind, and on each ſide of the remple, 


was a cfuſter of palm - trees, the re- 


went of the parties who- came to {++ 
AMI 82 erifice 
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crifice to the goddeſs. As it was the 
cuſtom in thiscogntyy; that every 
young woman, on arriving at the 
martiagrable age, mould proſtitute 
herſelf to ſome ſtranger at che tem- 
ple of Venus , thoſe places never 
failed to be daily viſited by many of 
both ſexes. At the time F went, 1 
counted a hundred and thirty-five 
young women, with garlandst of 
flowers. around their temples , fit- 
ting uporrbenches which were ranged 
on eack ſide of the entry. But as I 
ſoon after obſerved many come out 
from the ters, whither they had re- 
tired with their male companions, the 


whole number of the votaries muſt 
- © Heredetw. 7 WIA. 
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have been much — than what 1 
have mentioned. 
„Many of the women were band 
ſome, and all ſuch nearly of the ſame 
age; but amongſt-thoſe who enjoy - 
ed not the advantage of perſonal 
charms, were ſome, as I judged, little 
ſhort of the age of forty, if not up- 
wards. The caſe of theſe was truly 
Pitiable. | For as no woman in this 
country could be married, yntil ſhe 
had been deflowered at, the temple 
of Venus, one who had not the qua · 
lities which could attract a para- 
mour, might viſit the temple daily, 


for ſeveral years, without ſucceſs *, 


The method of conducting this 


* Hexodotus. 
ſupere 


8. 3 8 
ſuperſtitious: proſtitution” was" ſettled 
by the prieſts, who enjoyed the whole 
emolument of the trade. When any 
man came to the temple, which he 
was at liberty to do as often as he 
pleaſed, he walked along the ſide of 
the benches, ſurveying the female 
votaries, until he pitched upon the 
perſon with whom he choſe to have 
commerce. As ſoon as he determined 
on the object of election, he threw 
into her lap the money which he in- 
tended to give as her fare; pronounc- 
ing at the ſame time, * I pray for 
you to the goddeſs Mylitta“ “, the 
name by which they called Venus. 
There was a fixed ſum, leſs than 


* Herodotus, 
which 
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which be could not offer, but might 


give as much more as he pleaſed. 
When he had thus choſen his part- 
ner, the was not permitted to reſuſe 
compliance; ſo that they immediately 
recired into the grove. On their re 
turn, they both entered the temple; 
where the man having confirmed to 


the prieſt the performance of the act, 


the woman delivered the mone y the 
medal, as 4 certificate of her having 
ſobminee to the facrifice!' Some of 
the thedale were of ver, others of 
lead ; but on the face of all of them 


ws a figüfe of the goddeſs Venus. 


Ow che reverſe was inferibed the tem- 


19 

9 
K * 
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1 * 1 
ple, the rar and — incehs 
order of diſtnibuian. bn E ig, 

Whilſt I Was at the temple, fore 
young, women of rank eame thinber 
in chariots; wh, without alighting, 
and performing the accuſtomed faqri- 
gcc, ſent a meſſage into che cemplo 
to the prieſt*. He immadiately came 
out with ſilver tickets in his hand, 
and giving chem ta the ladies, whe 
preſented him with a handfomer fes 
than. he received from. the comman 
votaries, he repeated to each of them 
the uſual falutation, and _ de- 
parted. f 

a eee 180 1 has, a 
kate before entered int convert. 
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nion, happening to ſtand near me, T 
aſked him the reaſon why any young 
women, of whatever rank, were al- 
lowed an exemption from a practice 
which the ſu perſtition of the country 
regarded as ſacred and indiſpenſible. 
His anſwer was, It is taken for 
granted, that, though thoſe young 
women of quality are averſe to pro- 
ſtituting themſelves publicly at the 
temple, they always ſacrifice to Venus 
at home, as ſoon as they are capable 
of ihẽͤ⸗ ꝛ ee wh tra AO OE © as iu, 
As this gentleman appeared not 
only to be ſenſible, but well ac 
quainted with hĩſtorical and traditi- 
onal ancedotes, I begged of him to 
inform me what might be the origin 
i of 


[ 29 J 
of this extraordinary cult6tn bf ſacti 
ficing publicly to Venus, ſo repug· 
nant to the ſentiments of all other na- 
tions, except the Lydians, and the 
people of Cyprus . This uſage, 
ſaid he, has been eſtabliſned in Baby- 
lon for ſome centuries; and was intro- 
duced: by one of our kings, whoſe 
name was Belonus. He married a 
beautiful young lady, the daughter 
of one of his ſubjects; but, from ſome 
obſtruction to his embraces, Was 
never able to conſummate the mare 
riage. After coneealing the matter 
ſome time, he at laſt determined to 
obtain the opinion of the Magi con- 
cerning it. A gonſultation "Ou ae 
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eotdingiy Held, the caſe was by ſome 
imputed to to enchantment, and by 
others td the Wrack of the geddeſs 
Venes,” whom it was iwagined the 
queen had offended by her invio- 
lable chaſtity. To appeaſe che en- 
raged deity," ſolemn ſacriſices were 
enjoined to be perforrned through- 
dut the kingdom; and a law 
was ebacted, that no Babyloniſh 
woman ſhould ever be admitted 
to marry, until her capacity for the 
nuptial rites had been . at ey 
wag WI , e 

When he had finiſhed chis natta- 
tive, which he did with a ſmile, I re- 
ſumed the converſation; The ac- 
count you have given, ſaid I, is 


extremely 


I 
extremely a plauſible, and: perfettly 
correſponds Mic the character of an 
age devote to dhe iaſtuende of ſuper 
ſtition. But I. (ould be glad t 0 
know whether, in general, tha women 


of this country are content iti ſa- 


erificing at the temple of Venus only 
once in their life; | F mould much 
fear that the law which enjeins ſuck 
a ſacrifite would operate” towards 


promoting the repetition” of it.“ 


« Your apptehenfion; replied he, is 
well founded. With many ef the 
poorer ſort of women proſtitution 1d 
here à ttadè: I wiſtr Teould net Add, 
that, if Het 6peiily at the tettþle; a. 

is frequently the caſe, it is to gene 
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rally practiſed in ſecret by thoſe of 


better condition.” 5 . 
We were now at a little diſtance 
from the temple, returning towards 


1 
the city, when a woman, whom 1 


knew to be the. miſtreſs of the houſe. 
where .I lodged, paſſed quickly by. 
us, as if afraid of being obſerved. 
Looking back a few moments after, 


I ſaw her fit down on one of the 
benches, and take from under her 
robe a garland of flowers, which ſhe 
put on her head. What you Joſt 


now told me, ſaid I to my compa- 


nion, I have already ſeen confirmed 
by an inſtance very little expected » 


Informing him who the perſon was,. 


I ſubjoined, that I thought both ſhe 
| | and 


fax] 

and her buſband were in a ſituation 
not ſo favorable to the pleaſures 
of gallantry: for that during each 
of the three nights I had flept at 
their houſe, they. got out of bed to- 
gether four or five times. As the 
party-walls in the houſes here, ſaid I, 

are yery. flight, and have-for the moſt 
part large crevices, I could hear their 
motions very diſtinfly”, * ; At thoſe 
times, replied he, did you perceive 
any ſmell of incenſe come from their 
chamber?“ - 5 A very ſtrong ſmell, 

faid I, and which not a little furpriſed 
me”. At this anſwer he laughed 
heartily. - * 1 find, ſaid. be, you are 
perfe&tly a ſtranger to the cuſtoms of 


this country, You muſt know it is 
* 


Por. I. practice 


1 
| 
| 
{ 
1 
| 
| 


1 Þ | 
a praticereligioufly obſerved by the 
Bubyloniansy that, as often us che 
nuptiab res are performed, both par- 
nes immediately get out of bed, and 
fumigate themſelves ſeparately with 
mcenſe . On receiving this infor- 
mation I could not help laughing in 
my turn. It appears to' me very 
ſtrange, faid I, that the hallowed rixes 
of marriage fhould be taxed with un 
expiation, from which illicit com- 
merce at che temple, or in other pla- 
. ces, is enempted. Tour obſer* 
vation is doubtlefs extremely juſt, 
faid he; but there is no accounting 
rationally for cuſtoms which have had 
their i in caprice.” 
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51 'This agretable gentlernan and 1 
now partetl, after a mutual pretaſe 
to viſit che e e ie 
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AN, EXTRAORDINARY oceunkxer 
f AN TRE MARKET=PLACE, os. 


N the'hoafe where 1 lodged; fu- 
migation went on this night 8 
vſual; but having note learned the 
cauſe from which it proceeded, it no 
longer excired my f peculaxion; and 
I found, 'that; though the parties had 
been married almoſt a twelvembntz, 
they had not, by ſome ateident, cb- 
habited mort chan a forttüght. The 
gentleman with whom Thad become 
a D 2 acquainted, 


TEJ 


zacquainted, called u upon m me next 


18. 8 0 5 Jog. 


morning, and conducted. me to. the 


market-place, where '"e | beheld, A 
great number of objects, under cir- 
cumſtances ver ry differeor f from thoſe 
we had ſeen the preceding, day. ; F 

By a law which had prevailed : 
throughout the Babyloniſh, dominious 
from time immemorial, all fuch NT. 


a ex Is 


ſons as had any diſtewper which did 


A rr n ( 
bot confine them to bed, were plaged 
in the moſt, public part of the towns | 
and villages, that they migbt receive. 


the advice of thoſe who, either from 


their own experience or from infore. 


mation, could Preſcribe any remedy 


"7\f 44585 


for their complaints; the art of me:. 


dieine having n not as yet, in i this coun- 
try, 
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try, ' become e province of a 
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which humanity dictated might be 


10 ane 


enforced by example, cuſtom had 
wiſely annexed infainy to ſuch as 
ſhould paſs + by thoſe unhappy perſons 
without paying due attention to their 


49008 
775 | $1. 


ſeveral caſes x. 
We made the circuit of this ſpa- 


115 


cious area with great deliberation 
and 1 had the pleafure of doing ſer- 
vice to ſome of the invalids. The 


ing 


Babyloniars i in general diſcovered air 
uncommon degree of ſym mpathy; 


LIWS #3 0146 


though with reſpect. o one extraor. 
dinary 'cafe which occurred, they 


n. th : 


ſeemed deficient in their uſual! atten+ 
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tion,” But I was after ards convine- 
ed that ther ban r 
from a mise 1197) ca 
- Amongſt he Gigl was a young 
monſudick muſt be owned, ſat in an 
attitude which. could not but appear 
ſtrange to the ſpectatars. The men 
who "approached him ſeemed: more 
inclined to laugh than to make uny 
enquiry about his ſituation; and: che 
women, for: the moſt part, kept #t-a 
kttle diſtance; but I could perceive 
that many of them ſtole a glance] ag 
they paſſetl. . Did yoij ever ſee ſuah 
x" thing in your life p: fad one of 


them to her companion. What an 
impudem fellow ?” fai another. 


10 Why, babe e for Semi- 


„ ; N > ramis,“ 
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tamis's” ſaid a. third, ( is. my ; 
opinion that che has been flogged 
with nettles“, ſaid 2 fourth. 4 Why 
don't he go to the temple!' ie 
remark: of a. fiſt bd. 
Whilſt b Rood, near dion 1 obſerved 
a mau wink. to ſome perſon behind 
me; and immediately the other an- 
ſwered, I ſhall cool his courage A 
On muy turning, about, a young lad, 
who had a, pitcher of water in his 
hand, was juſt preparing to empty it 
upon him; but I, perceiving his de- | 
fign, commanded; him to;defiſt. 1 | 
was certain that the cafe. of this per- 
ſon, however extraordinary, was 
really morbid,” and that he meant tio 
offenee agrinſt: decency... The gen- 
= D 4 tleman | 
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tleman who as with me ddblared 
himſelf, gf. the ſame opinions 


due attention to the caſe, we pro- 
poſed that a proclamation ſhowkd 
ve inſtant]y, iſſued. The, expedient 
being, approved by ſeveral others, 
the public cryer was. ſent for; and 
ve haſtily drew up a copy of what 
ſhould be expreſſed on che occaſion. 


It was. in theſe days: 1 ' xi TH 6 $1 10 I 


| F 18 291 W ny YR 
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. «« Whereas a man labouring under 
A priapiſm, or involuntary erection, 
meets not in the market: Place with 


Proper attention; 5 it is requeſted 
that the men will aſſemble on-ahe | 


IT UG, 
me, 1 eaſt 


v1) |) 

kult ſide vß tie vbelnlk, d che Wo- 
men om the Welt, to deliberabe NPA“ 
rately on his Eaſe; When they habe 
maturely coidxted lt, let cack of the 
aſſemblies g ve a ſignal by the ſoind- 

ing of a hort; and they WII Ve i. 
mediately attended by two of the trid- 
giſtrates, to rective their reſpective 
opinions“ #17 22 A 
This proclamation was no ſooner 
iſſued than the people divided into 
two. bodies, and took their ſtations 
as directed. My curioſity prompted 
me moſt to Alten to the deliberations 
of the women, but und erſtanding 
that they waited the arriv al of ſome 
matrons who had been ſent for, 1 


joined the'aſitthbly of the me Ly * p 
IF "5a 
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J ſoon found that they were not 
farisfied- with the word * inuolun : 
tary”. A far from being of 
opinion, ſaid one of them, chat an 
erection ought to be accounted mor- 
bid, merely becauſe it has not been 
produced by a previous exertion of 
the will ; for I can affirm, that it has 
often been excited in myſelf without 
the conſeiouſneſs of any volition; and 
doubt not but all of you have fre- 
quently made the ſame obſervation”. 
As they ſeemed to be unanimouſly 
of this opinion, I ſelt myſelf hurt at 
out not having expreſſed the mean- 
ing of the proclamation more pre- 
ciſely. Dut being a ſtranger; I leſt 
the explanſtion of it to the gentleman 

| whom 


* 
> . 


k J 


whom I. have. already often mention · 
eds and beg an might be expected 
from his good ſenſe, was not ſlou to 
embrace ther ophortunity. d n 
perceiue, ſaid be, chat [ther word 
«. involuntaty dogs. not convey the 
ſenſe which. we. intended to-expreſs. 
We nicant to ſpeciſy that kind of 
ſpaſm vhich is accompanied with. 
deſire of gratification. :. and. it. is our 
opinion that. no ſuch deſire exiſts in 
the unfottunate man whois. the. ob- 
ject of the. praſent deliberatieg” det 
The perſan who, had;.ſpoken | — 
fare, again: addreficd, che affembly. 
I do; notthink,, for my, Part, aid 
he, that.a,gefire. gf. gratification. uni. 


verſallyacgawpanics, ſuch g. ate, 
3 73 
SN ; 


4 } 

But I {peak only fro my Oh expes 
rience and Mut be glad to'know 
the opinom of other members on th 
ſubzect: for it ĩs neceffary that this 
Point ſhould be fully eſtabliſhed; be- 
fore we can determine whether there 
is any ching uncommon in the prev 

ſent caſev. While he was delivering 
theſe ſentiments, T could perceive 
chat the majority of the aſſembij ly was 
influenced'by his opinion; and there 
ſeemed reaſon to apprehend that the 
hope of” a cure would be rendered 
abortive, merely from punctilious 
objeRtions to the definition we had 
given of the diſeaſe. To obtain; 
therefore, if poſſible, ſome determi-- 
nate cfiterion of the diſorder, Iran 
„ towards 


[- L * 7 

= towprds the patient, who was ſtulbit: 
ting in the market-place,, and aſked 

him whetherhe could) mention a 
circumſtance, ian chic his preſent 
turgeſcency differed; fromthe! com- 

mon kind. “ Alas I ſaĩd he, I.have 

much pain in it. That is enough, 

1 replied, and haſtened back to the 
aſſembly, where I juſt arcived-in time 

ta prevent it from being, diſſolved. 

I hays;this,, moment enquixed of 

the patient, ſaid. I, whether his com- 
plaint be attended with any un- 

uſual; ſymptom, and he informs me 

that it is accompanied wich much 
paig. It cn therefore be confider-- 

ed in ng ther light than ac rea 
diſeaſe”, „nh 9% 1} 1 19090122906 
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Having ansouneed | this: fact. 4 
went ie diately to the orher affem- 
bly,” Where che women had ſeatedl 
themſelves on ſteps at the bottom of 
che obeſiſk, and Were on the pont of 
opening the conſultatiuo n. 

A woman of a reſpectable appear- 
unce, and who ſeemed t be between 
fifty and fixty years of ape, was tlie 
firſt who delivered her ſentiments. 

I cannot pretend to know, ſaid 
The, whether there be anything partl- 
cular in the cafe of this man; but us 
to the method of cure, I think there 
can be no queſtion about it. I have 
been married almoſt forty years; in 
Which time 1 have had four huf- 
bands ; and I declare, that in all my 


-— node experience, 


[+ ] 
experience, I never knew any one of 
them labor under ſuch a complaint 


for five minutes at a time. I take ir 


for granted that the man has not 


a wife, and that the want of fuck a 


convenienoe is the cauſe of his com 
plaint“. ngen 150 4$thoer. ©1111 

The next woman who | PREAE 10+ 
formed the audience that ſhe had 
been three times married, and was 
entirely of the ſame opinion with 
reſpe&t to the cure, which - ſhe 
thought muſt be obviaus 0 vey 
perſon . „ F ee 


* 


The ſentiments 0 * * 
third who. ſpoke related only to the 
nature of the complaint, which ſhe 

did 


—— — _ 


r 11 


(48 ] 

did not regard as any thing extraor · 

dinary. *I have had two huſbands; 

faid the, and am now a widow. I 
declare that the former of them con · = 
tinued in much the ſame ſtate with il 
this man for about three complete 
months after our marriage; aud how 
long before I do not know.” But 

not without frequeſit intermiſfions” ? 
ſaid one of the women. There 
may have been a few inter miſſions, 
replied ſhe, but they were ſo ſhort. 
that I never was ſenſible of them“. 
I obſerved the eyes of ſome young 
women ſparkle at this declara- 
tion, but it ſeemed to meet with 
little credit from thoſe of expe- 
rience. 
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As no other woman ſnhowed any 
deſign of; ſpeaking, ſne who had 
begun the conſultation now put the 
queſtion, whether they were all 


agreed ia the method of cure? e 
know none but the natural way,” was 
the general voice of the aſſembly. 
The horn was ordered to be ſound- 
ed, and I returned with all ſpeed to 
earn the proceedings of the men. 1 | 
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"oy" 
we EIS AS 


8 


RO 
* 4. — 
* 


— ———— 
— = 
— nome ec — — a A 


— 
e n 
e 1 
hoo 
, D e nga +  - - 


——  <Sud.- A 


23. — 8 
= e 


— — 
- * K * 
w C e 23 
" 0 — * -»” 
tt aero — 


=_ _ =_ = w * - 
— W 9 — 
eds , * 
n BF * = 2 . 
== % T f 1 * hw, +.) 4 4 « by —_— > +. 9 * 
2 A TIX 
g —_ I La ow Su IR Z p X * 
= ——— " 
5 — 
8 — . 4 — — — * by * 
þ Wy — 4 + - - 
hs . 3 Hh 
8 ka t 2 2 3 — . 
—_ - — _ — * 4 _ 
-A - ; Pp 2 — — * +2 
2 ee 
. 


— _ _— C —" . CR ¶ , r 


od = at prom . 
— ION ann cry" — 
* ” — . — — 


— —— — — — — — — — 
.. rr . e e 


- _— — 2 * . pong 


2 - 2 — |" * n —- * * 4 = w 
— . —— = . he Oe —E 
- — 4 - << . Y C RP — 2 12. 3*＋*R1..é ... _ AT wi - 
_—_ CSR — IA I" 4 — ot - * - &? _ 
d — c 4 . 8 4 OY — „ az. wo — 14 „ „ 2 3 * W 3 * 
— — * wy N o 
Bm : . — —_ —— 5 - - —— —— — — —— 2 


females. 


1 1 


e HA F. V.. 
THE s AMR SUBJECT CONTINUED: A 
HIGH. DISPUTE BETWEEN 'THE 
PRIESTS, ras EXTRAORDINARY 
HUMANITY OF THE WOMEN. THE 
PERSONS AND DRESS OF THE BA 
 BYLONIANS. | 


usr as I had reached the aſſem- 
bly of the men, their horn was 
alſo ſounded; and I- underſtood that 
the method of cure which they pro- 
poſed, was entirely the ſame with 
what had been ſuggeſted by the 
Convinced as I had been 
from the beginning, that the caſe was 
unnatural, I never expected any be - 
neficial effects from the ordinary 


means 


L II 1 


means of allaying ſich a turgeſcen- 


cy3 though I could not be farpriſed at 


the general concurrener in à different 
opinion, when univerſal: experience 
went in favor of the method of cure 
ſuggeſted, and no experience could 
yet be pleaded for the trial of ary 
other remedy. But whatever might 
be the effects of the expedient pro- 


poſed by both aſſemblies, | it was in- 


terrupted by a diſpute of a very ex- 
traordinary nature. 


The neus of the proclamation had 
in a moment ſpread over the city and 
ſuburbs, and the people Hocked from 
all quarters to the market-place. 
Amongſt thoſe who aſſembled were 
the prieſt of Belus (the Jupiter of the 


Baby loniaus,) the prieſt of Venus, 
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and ſeveral of the Magi or Chal- 
deans. The reſolution of both the 
aſſemblies being intimated to the 
magiſtrates, one of the Chaldeans, 
who had originally been an Indian 
gymnoſophiſt, and was educated in 
the ſtrict principles of that ſect, pro- 
teſted againſt the proceedings. 

“J am aſtoniſhed, ſaid he, to 
hear, that not only the men, but the 


* 


women of Babylon ſhould come to 


the reſolution of ſuggeſting a method 
of cure which is utterly ſubverſive of 
morality, Can it be deemed a matter 
of little moment to tolerate, far leſs 
to recommend the trial of a practice, 
againſt which the inviolable laws of 
chaſtity are in the higheſt degree po- 
fitive and explicit? I ſhudder at the 

| profligacy 


1 


profligacy which can dare to give 
even the moſt diſtant hint to a re- 
courſe ſo repugnant to purity and 
rectitude. No! The diſeaſes which 
Heaven may iullict upon us, let us 
cure, if we can, by ſuch means as are 
compatible. with moral duty; but let 
us rather die than attempt to preſerve 
life at the criminal expence of our 
virtue „ ü 
The vehemence of this unexpected 
addreſs, and the indignation with 
which it was delivered, diffuſed 
| through the audience a general awe, 
and ſtruck with confuſion the men 
who had been the principal ſpeakers 
in the- aſſembly. There enſued a 
profound filence, which was at length 
E 3 inter- 
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interrupted by the prieſt of Venus. 
He ſeemed to he a mad about thitty, 
of a mgderate ſtature, apd fair 
complexion. His white robe was. 
richly variegated with rofes and myr- 
tles. On i "breaſt. b. he wore a Cu- 


16 


0 wich a bow, and I arrow, wrought 


A532 K. 


in gold. His turban was ſurrounded 


$681!3 AT 1 


with a wreath of myrtle, and i in his 
. 
hand 1 was A white rod, ornachented 


with the ſilver i image of a dove. 


"a 1 cannot, faid he, behold, with- 
out expreſſing my ſevereſt reprehen- 


ſion, the vunjultifiable attempt which 
has now been made, to throw re- 


proach on the goddeſs whom I ſerve, 
What! Shall we be told that the. 
rites of Venus, thoſe rites to which, 

men 


C 3s J 
men owe not only their exiſtence but 
their deareſt pleaſures; ſnall we be 
PS _ 2 1 r thoſe 


"© 


cried] It is an nn es 
contradicted by the cuſtoms of Baby- 
lon, and the univerſal practice” of 
mankind. If any chere really be 
who regard the laws of chaſtity as 
inviolable, let them, for aughe f 
care, enjoy their aſcetic virtue in its 
native frigidity, perpetual ſtrangers 
to the foft deſires, and the captivat- 
ing joys of Venus; but let them not 
preſume to throw the ſlighteſt re- 
flexion on the moſt beneficent and 
e of all the heavenly ſt 
erg, it 


E 4 At 
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At the concluſion of this ſpeeoh 
the prieſt of Jupiter diſcovered evi- 
dent ſymptoms of emotion. He was 
2 man abqut. middle life, of a majeſ- 
tic figure and aſpect. His robe, 
which was alſo white, flamed with 
thunder-bolts,1of gold, iptermix- 
ed with leayes of the oak. On his 
breaſt was a figure of the Agis. A. 
chaplet from the grove of Dodona 
encircled, the. filler on his head; and 
the ſacerdotal rod was, decorated on 


the top with a golden, Eagle. Ad- 
dreſling himſelf. to the prieſt of Ve- 
nus, he chus poke, 7 

« Never before this day did fack 
falle, ſuch indecent, and ſuch profli- 
gate language proceed from the 


mouth 
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mouth of any prieſt. Tou diſcover 
not only an ignorance, but an impie- 
ty, and a diſſoluteneſs of ſentiment, 


diſgraceful beyond example to the ſa - 


cred character in which you appear. 


Is decorum to be” poblicly inſulted 
with a triumphant panegyrie on *the 
ſoft deſires, and the captivating joys 


of Venus“? Sir! you would make 


her a goddeſs not of loft, but of wild 


deſires, and a goddeſs of ftrumpets. 


To magnify her divinity, you have 


had the blaſphemous audaciouſneſs 


to attempt the degradation of Jupi- 
ter; a deity ſuperjor to all the gods 
and goddeffes that the earth ever 


produced. 
Venus was not produced i in the 
| earth, 
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earth; but in the ſea“, ſaid the other, 
with an air of farcaſm and triumph. 

In the ſea | exclaimed the prieſt 
of Jupiter. Don't tell me of the ſea. 
Her mother was, not a fiſh! Away 
with theſe/effeminate airs, theſe con- 
temptuaus ſmiles of folly and inſo- 
lence, more- fit for a pandar than a 
prieſt”, | 


I wear xr the en Gen of the myrtle, 
ſaid the prieſt of Venus, and will 
not be treated with indignity by any 
pontiff that ever trod the temple of 
Belus“. 

Mention not the ee * 
lus, replied the prieſt of Jupiter, 


Tis a degree of profanation to be 


named by ſuch, lips as yours, I ſhall 
make 


makes! you, tq, know your inferiori- 
ty „ N | 10 0 ; ? 
5 acknomledge ng ſaperior, 


ſaid the other, ang ſhall never 0 
precedench“. 


“ But, by the ſupreme power. 
whom ! ſerve !. replied the prieſt of 
Jupiter, the myrtle ſhall yield to the 
thunder-bolt”. 

Having ſpoken. theſe. 8 be 


brandiſhed his rod, and ſtruek off the. 
turban of the prieſt of Venus. 


This altercation on the ſuhject of 
dignity at length awakened the jea- 
louſy of che magiſtrates, who had, 
hitherto, remained mute ſpectatoxs; ; 
and one of them now inte rfering, de- 
clared that the authority of the civi 
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power was abſolute, and would ad- 
mit of no encroachments from any 
order of 1 men in the ſtate. They re- 


commended to both parties to refrain 


from violence; but expreſſed at the 
ſame time their diſapprobation of the 
levity diſcovered by the prieſt of Ve- 
nus, in praiſe of the goddeſs ; whoſe 
divinity, they juſtly obſerved, if ad- 
mitted to be ſupreme, would diſſolve 
the moſt ſacred compacts of ſociety, 
and pave the way to unbounded li- 
centiouſneſs. 

In conſequence of the warm ex- 


poſtulation of the Chaldean, rela- 
tive to the voice of the two aſſem- 


| blies, it was now reſolved, that their 


opinion of the method of cure ſhould 
be 


L 61 1 
be expreſſed in ſuch a manner as to 
convey no implication which could 
be interpreted into an offence againſt 
morality. The opinion returned 
therefore was, that the aſſemblies 
know of no remedy for ſo extraordi- 
nary a caſe: leaving it entitely to 
the patient Himſelf, to determine 


whether he ſhould have recourſe to 


the method aſcertained to be univer- 
fally ſucceſsful in ſimilar circumſtan- 
ces. But what the reſerve of the'ma- 
giſtrates forbore to ſuggeſt, the hu- 
manity of the women actually en- 
deavored to enforce. . Some of them, 
not only young and handſome, but 
perſons of character, went ſycceſlively 
to the unfortunate young man, and 

made 
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made him a tender of their ſervices, 
He returned them ſincere thanks for 
their obliging eondeſcenſion; but de- 
clared that He was not in a fitvatisn 


< we 
. 8 
— — 
: ”» . 
— — RE” — — — 


1 
* 


=—_ — — — 
1 
— 


3 


* to accept of that proof of  thtir 
1 ſympathy: Nothing cvuld afford 
18 ſtronger confirmation that his caſe 
i was preternatural. How long it con- 
1 tinued after this period, or in what 
lt 


manner it terminated, I never could 


— 2 —— — to une OS DO. co — — 


learn. 


The incidents of this day had gi- 
ven me an opportunity of ſeeing a 
greater number of the inhabitants 
collected than J otherwiſe ſhould. 
have had; and I own I was much 
Aruck with the ſolemnity of their 
appearance, Both the men and wo- 
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18 1 
men ſcemed w be in general welk 
made, and their countenancus agree 
able. Their dreſs confifted of tio 
garments. The under one was of 
linen, and teached to their ſeet “: 
the upper was of wool F, but ſhatter. 
Over theſe, when they went abroad, 
they wore a white eloak . On their 
feet they uſed ſandals l. Differing 
from the practiee of ſome other na- 
tions in thoſe times, they wore their 
hair, and upon their head a turban 8. 
They all bad on one of their fingers 
a ring, with a ſeal **, But what 
chiefly gave the men a noble appear- 
ance, they carried a baton or rod, on 


* Herodotus, + Ibid t Ibid; 
1 Ibid, 8 Wa. E Ibid. 
the 
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C.. K. B. , V. 
DESCRIPTION OF BABYLON. THE 
TEMPLE or BELUS, THE HANG- 


ING-GARDENS. ANECDOTES OF 
SARDANAPALUS. THE OBELISK. 


HE next obje&t of as Aden 

was to ſurvey the buildings of 
this celebrated capital, which. both 
in extent and magnificence ſurpaſſed 
all the cities I had ever ſeen. My 
pleaſure ' in this employment was 
greatly encreaſed by the agreeable 


company of the gentleman I had met 


at the temple; whom I found no leſs 


communicative than intelligent. 
Vol. I, F Babylon 


— — 


— 


1 
1 
I 
A 
| | 
l 
: 
1 


— * 


—— 222 22 SLES; >= 3 
E - os 4 r 


D249 


3 


3 * 
* 
-— 


„„ PPP ˙·.1mA w — v9 uo 


AZ RE ned „ IO 8 
E 


— 


* = l — _ —- — 
C * * . 713 
2 0 F A 2 4 - #4 7 5 4 - : 
. 4 — a —— & 0 — bo — # 
6 c - = "PF * — 8 — —_ —. —— 8 ; . 
* a OS TL — — - — —.— a: 5 g Ns 
— S — Sys, >. — 2 * 4 Sp SD ů — 0 —— — — kon rarer _—_ 1 * 5 *. 1 
pp — 2 == — r or — {o—_ - 8 A 5 XY — Ne TS ct > 4 \ ; "2 N —— - — — . 2 — 4 2 Pa . — pak 2 — 
— pos j — Þ 4 0 * 0 7 7 ” : - 5 
= - 2 r — 9 4 - 4 "FL 1 — Yon * — F * 1 * _ Ep 4 * 5 * 3 * 1 : 
— 2 - D A \ . * * way 4 - "8 — * % \ , 4 . 1 
— bo — — — * — a => p > > tit. . — ky <4 ; b "RF Tax; # _ — 2 = 4 nyt — * 2 9 
Pn 7 — — — a F 4 1 2 * 25 — — a 
* 7 TO SOILED : = ; : , 4 S 2 . 2222 * uy 85 
— — — * * . * 2247 * 2— . V. 74.042 ie Lig ANG. S- o — 
% 22 . : 
. 8 2 es — — — 42 — n * xz 6. . r 
5 


— 
422 


——— — — — 
mel, —— — 


„„ rere... 7 coo. HF 
= 2 A \ A I 
= a —— 
hs — * < 


- ONE — E 
—— a> < 


3 
4 . 
= 


Bok. FG; Wo. 
Yai coat e 
N no - 
SS 


n 
I 


ms 


ws RT - STIR: — . 
7 


... 1 \-. FO TAES 2 - 


1 A * 


—— 


"ID —ä—ä: ————æq 5 
3 — 4 
EAST by : 


— 20 6 


— EIS 


— — — . . 2 — — — „ — ode 92 


3 


= 
— _ ws _ - 

—— 4 2 * 

— 20 


* 


—— "Lb 


- — 
- rng 
pars Io — 1 


wall and the houſes, on every nde, 


Ca] 

Babylon was ſituated in an im- 
menſe plain, on both ſides of the Eu- 
phrates. The ſhape of the city was 
a ſquare, each ſide of which meaſured 
in length fifteen, miles *; ſo that the 
outline of the whole amounted to 


ſixty miles. It was encloſed with a 
ditch, or rather a canal, deep, broad, 
and full of water 7. Within this 
was a brick wall, upwards of fifty feet 
thick,. and more than two hundred: 
in height; + in which were a hundred 
gates, all of braſs * | 
The whole of the ſpace above 
mentioned however was not occupied 


with buildings. For between the 


* Herodotus, + Ibid. © Ibid. 


there 


1 67 1 
there extended an area, or, as it was 


called, a high way, two acres int 
breadth “*; which, when deducted 
from the nominal extent of the city, 
greatly reduced the meaſurement. 

Over the narroweſt part of the 
river within the walls, was a bridge, 
thirty feet broad, and upwards of a 
mile in length, built by Semiramis, 
who alſo erected at each end of it a 
royal palace, decorated with turrets 
of vaſt height. In one of thoſe pa- 


laces was a curious circular apart- 
ment, of great dimenſions, furniſhed 
as a muſzum. It contained the. ef⸗ 
gies of almoſt every ſpecies of ani- 
mals in their natural colours, manu- 
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1 63 J 
factured in the manner of brick. 
Amongſt them was a figure of Semi- 


ramis, in braſs- She w mounted 
on horſeback, i in the W of ſhoot- 
ing a panther with a lance, - At a 
little diſtance, ſtood a ſimilar repre- 
ſentation of her huſpand, Ni inus, 
darting a lion with the ſame wea- 
pon *. * 
In the middle of the city. was 
erected the "temple « of Belus, or Ju- 
piter. It was of a quadrangvlar 
form, the length of each ſide mea- 
furing a quarter of a mile . In the 
eentre was a tower of immenſe height, 
furniſhed on the out fide with ſtairs, 
in ee at certain diſtances, were 


hy Diodorus Siculus. + Herodotus. 


ſeats, 


LF M4 

ſeats, for the convenience of thoſe 
who aſcended *. 5. In performing the 
journey, we took the benefit of them 
ſeveral times. 1 was told, that in 
one of them on which we "rat, Semi- 
ramis had been ſeized with an abor- 
tion, about two years after the death 
of the king. "Though ſhe had got 
within a hundred yards of the top, 
ſhe was obliged at that time to re- 
turn; but ſhe afterwards completed 
the expedition; and was probably 
the only woman in the world that 
ever aſcended to ſuch a height. 
The ſummit of this tower was 
uſed as an obſervatory by the Chal- 
deans, or Toyal altrotiomiets +; ; and 
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certainly never any place was, fo 
much adapted to the purpoſe. The 
extent of the proſpett thence almoſt 
ſurpaſſes conception. Towards the 
north we could overlook. the lofty 
mountains of Armenia, at the diſ- 


tance of ſeveral hundred miles. On 


the eaſt, the horizon ſtretched almoſt 
to the extremity of India. Looking 
to the ſouth, we perceived the ocean 
as if blended with, the ſky in the 
polar region. And on the welt, the 
ſtupendaus pyramids of Egypt were 
ſo much diminiſhed as utterly to 
vaniſh from the ſight. - I may venture 

to affirm, that more than two-thirds 


ol the heavens lay open to the eye; 


and I only wiſhed for night, that we 
might 


=. 

might have ſeen the firmament in 
fall ſplendor. The ſcene would have 
been glorious beyond imagination. 
But we had carried with us no provi- 
ſions, and were therefore unprepared 
for enjoying that magnificent ſpec- 
tacle. Roanne .v 71 

Situated as we were, on the verge 
of heaven, we ſeemed to be in com- 
pany with the immortal powers. 
Here were three ſtatues of gold, of 
admirable workmanſhip, repreſent- 
ing Jupiter, Juno, and Rhea. That 
of Jupiter was forty feet high, in the 
attitude of walking“. Rhaa fat 
upon a golden throne. On each fide 
of her ſtood a lion; and, at a litttle 


— 


* Diodorus. 
F 4 diſtance, 


J E N 1 

1 eg, to huge ſerpents of ls 
yer *,, * uno, with her, right hand, 
held a ſerpent by the head; and in 
her left a; ſceptre, which. ſparkled 
with gems . The quantity of gold 
in thoſe three Cacucs exceeded the 
value of many a kingdom, Before 
them ſtood a table of ſolid gold, for- 
ty feet; lang, and ſeventeen broad F. 
On it were placed. two cups of gold, 
weighing, thirty talents; and three 
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golden cenſers, amounting to three 
hypgred talents . retail of 

The immenſe riches of the Baby- 
Adin Princes is in. nothing more 
conſpicuous than in thoſe magnifi- 
cent works of gold, Which, ſo far 


©** Dibllords, f Ibid, © 1 ldi. 1 Ibid, 
| from 


E } 

from bettayliy oftentatidh, ſeemed 
rather t6:efude'the hunt light, by 
being thus placed in a fitüation ren- 
dered almbſt maccelſible by xtreme 
altitude- ngup 512" FAS d 

We nett viſited the'telebrared 
retreat of the Babylonlan kings, 
called, TRE PENSILE, ok HAN GIN 


GARDENS,” This wonderful ſtruc- 
ture was alſo quadrangular; each 


fide forming a line of four acres 
in extent *. It ſtood upon rows 
of va mY Lr r ; 
exceeding Seabiry feet. It was af- 
cended by ſteps. on one fide; and 
had on tlie top fuch a depth of earth 
as afforded. ſecure ſtation and nou- 
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* Herodotus, 
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riſhment to trees of the largeſt-ſize *. 
This paradiſe, as it was otherwiſe 
named, had been built by one of the 
kings of Babylon for the gratification 
of a miſtreſs, who was a native of 
Perſia, and wiſhed to have a rural re- 
treat that might reſemble the ſcenes 
in her own country ÞF. 
Io attempt a minute deſcription 
of this extraordinary work, would 
lead me into too much prolixity; and 
I ſhall therefore give only a general 
account of it. 
It was planted with the moſt beau- 
tif ul trees and flowering ſhrubs which 
the worldcould afford, from the lofty 


cedar to the marygold, which grows 


* Diodorus, + Ibid. 
| amongſt 


© Þ 


amongſt the graſs.. The ſcene was 
charmingly diyerſified with lawn and 
grove; with eminences rifing in the 
gayeſt form of nature; and with ver- 
dant receſſes, , delightfully. ſhaped 
into winding valleys, Inſthe middle 
of the north ſide, was a rock two 
hundred yards. high, ſupported on 
each hand by ſteep verdant banks, 
in the form of a ſemicircle, which 


were covered with trees of various 


kinds. From the top of the rock 
flowed a moſt beautiful caſcade, con- 


tinually ſupplied with water, by pipes 


communicating with the Euphrates“*. 


The rock, in many parts, was in- 

dented with cryſtal; in others with 
* Diodorus. 

the 
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the ores of gold and filver ; and, in 


ſome places, even with precious ſtones. 


The brilliancy exhibited by t the wa- 


ter, while the ſun played upon thoſe 


luminous objects, ſupaſſes the power 


of the moſt vivid imagination to 


conceive. 


From the bottom of the caſcade 


iſſued a rivulet, which winded along 
the valleys, in ſome places, gliding 


with the ſmootheſt current, and in 


others in purling ſtreams. Here 


ſported the trout, and the golden 
fiſh, in great numbers; and during 
an hour which we ſpent 1 in walking 
along the margin of this Celeſtial 


# %.4 + 


River, as it it Was called, 1 believe that 


norleſs than A hundred falmon alſo 
5 darted 


1 
darted thethſelyes alofe dot of the 


water. ede 14908 


; 
: 
- 


In many parts of ch or gardens 
we ſtarted the hate: in others the 
dappled roe beugdha' along before 
us, as if exulting in its deputedk ſitua- 
tion. Herds of kids were browſing 
the herbage on ſteep eminences and 
flocks of bleating lambs were friking 
over all the flowry plain. Monkeys 
of various ſpecies, imported from 
the remoteſt parts of India, gamboled 
in antic geſtures on the branches of 
many of the trees; and Parrots, 
decked in the moſt beautiful colours, 


ſeemed to vie with each other, which 


of them ſhould - pronounce "moſt | 


clearly the name of this delightful 
retreat. 
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retreat. The word paradiſe, para- 
diſe,” reſounded from every quarter; 
In all my tranſmigrations never 
did 1 behold ſuch a collection of 
beautiful birds as abounded in thoſe 
gardens. Every climate of the earth 


had been ranſacked to compoſe the 
the various aſſemblage. 1 counted 


upwards of à hundred and twenty 


different ſpecies; amongſt Which 
were many peacocks, remarkable 


both for the ſize and nn ad their. 
gorgeous train. 


But the melody of the birds was 
yet more enchanting than their plu- 
mage. From every tree in the 


groves a thouſand feathered fongſters 


— notes of the ſyeeteſt modu- 
lation. 


79 J 
lation. The thruſn, the linnet, the 
nigbtingale, every vocal inhabitant 
of the woods, poured forth its choral 
ſymphony, in ſtrains the moſt; joyful 
and harmonious. The prodigious 
elevation of thoſe gardens rendered 
them peculiarly adapted to the moſt 


exquiſite enjoyment of ſuch. a con- 
cert. For they were removed 


from every noiſe of the creation, 
and the works of men. Wẽͤre it poſ- 
ſible that the human ear could vi- 
brate to the muſic! of the ſpheres, it 
muſt have been in the gatdens I am 
ipeaking of. 1 a bags; 

Since the days of Adam, there cer- 
tainly never exiſted any ſcene ſo 


much adapted to the luxarious gra- 
tification 


1 80 Þ 
tieatian of every ſenſe. It was 
ſuited to eaptivate the moſt, refined 
voluptnary that ever lived : and: ua 
was one oſ its former poſſeſſors, this 
unfortunate Sardavapalus. Of this 
diſſolute and effeminate prince che 
gardena ſtill retained ſome memorials: 
It was his daily practice to make his 
numerous concubines bathe. in- dhe 
Celeſtial River, while he, from tha 
edge of the ſtream, regaled his ſighi 
with their naked charms. -When 
they catne out of the water; his buſi» 
neſs was conſtantly to wipe each of 
them dry with a towel. Alter this 
exerciſe; he generally retired with 
one of them to an adj oining arbory 
called, ee 
4%. 2 7 ſte 
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fiſted chĩefly of myrtles brought from li 
the iſland of Cyprus, intermined with | 


Jeſſamines, honeyſuckles, and voſes. 

On thoſe occaſions, the verdant turf 

was uſually covered with -a- velvet 
carpet, which at this time hung in 
we temple of Venus, as an offering 
wd that goddeſs; Whether from fre- 
Y quent uſe, or from conttivance; 1 


= 
| WW know not, but the imprefſion; av of = 
| WH woman lying on her back, with her 
| WH legs in the attitude of ſeparation, 
+ WH was perceptible upon the graſs. > 
Such was che mode of indulgence- 
; practiſed by Sardanapalus at the time 
when the natural appetite ſubſiſted 


4 too frequent anpetition having dimi- 
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niftied; his enjoymentꝭ he) at laſt he- 
came faſtidious in his pleaſures, and 
eourteil the aid of fancy] to rouſe the 
languor of ſenſation. When the em- 
braces of women had become inſipid 
he endeavoted to impoſt upon him- 
felf with the idea that the perſon he 
had in his arms was a female of a 
different ſpecies; a naiad or a dryads 
a nymph of the water, or of the 
woods: When the former of thoſe 
characters was his choice, one of his 
concubines went tothe Celeſtial River, 
where ſtripping herſelf naked, ſhe put 
on her head a gar land of aquatie 


flowers, and round her waiſt a gitdle 


of reeds Thus equipped, ſhe Jay: 
reclined on the brink: f the ſiream. 
70 D 2) The 
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The king ſeeing her in this ſituation, 
took hold of the ſoppeſe® naiad, 
who affected to makeia reſiſtance; 
and after looſening her girdle, ſated 
his paſſion with the ideal rap. 
If a dryad was: the object of his 
laſcivious inclinations; the method 
was, that the concubine mounted 2 
particular tree, where ſhe lag upon 
a couch curiouſiy wrought with 
twigs, and ſo firmly fixed to the large 
branches that there was not the 
ſmalleſt danger of its giving way. 
While ſhe lay naked, with a garland 
of flowers on her head, and liſtening 
to the melody of the birds the king 
ſuddenly movuts the tree; the beau- 
teous nymph ſhrielcs at being caught 
1 G 2 in 
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in this fi jtuation by a man: The over 
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ſeizes the opportunity, and i is happy 
in the enjoyment of a dryad. xg 
os faw the tree which. was the ſcene 
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1 this whimſical amour, and was 
told at the ſaine time the following 


anecdate, which perfectly agrees 


with the character of this effeminate 


T1 


prince. 
One * when the concubine had 


taken her ſtation on the couch, and 


the king was juſt upon che point! of 


accompliſhing the concerted | vio- 


lence, an Indian monkey, which fat 
+09. an, adjoining branch, came for- 


wardzand puſhing away che monarch, 


took hold of the nymph. while | the 


lay on her back, With a facility 
doubly 


y 
> 
$ 
e 


1 3 } 
doubly, dif WP”; to manhood, his 
imperia pry leaped” de down from 
the tree, and left the beauteous 


nymph, unleſs ſhe was ple aſed to 


extricate h herſelf, a prey to the moſt 


Ld 


conternprible of rivals.” 

However incredible it may A ppear, 
I was aſfured by ſeveral pefſons of 
the beſt information, that this ludi⸗ 


crous incident actually contributed to 


the downfall of the Aſſytian monary 
chy. Indeed, that occurrences ex- 


tremely frivolous have often pro» 


duced r moſt 1 important effects, I am 


certain from repeated” obſervation. 


It expoſed' the daſtardly temper of 
| Sardanapatud* in the moſt ſtriking 
light; 5 and Athi tus een 


5 a7 W 8 I 0 that 
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bl that the man who could 'relinguith 
| his miſtreſs in ſuch circumſtances, 
7 would'nor _ even in defence of a 

| crown. M1 179 111 16 t 11 

After deſcending frem the we 
nung gardens, we went to take a view 

[i of the obeliſk mentioned in a former 

| | | | chapter, and which was reputed ont 

1 of the ſeven wonders of the world . 

This enormous pile occupied about 

four acres of ground. The baſe was 

of a ſquate form, with fixty rows of 
ſteps n tach ſide. From che upper- 

moſt of thoſe, it extended three hun 

dred feet in height, and was endom- 

paſſed at the top with 'a baluſtrade 
thifty feet high. Upon this"folid 
Yaſe, odd the ſhaft of tlie obhehſk, 

* Herbdotug, 
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which: oc abave the platſorm tothe 
ſtapendous alxitude of three thoyſand 
two hundred feet. Draditionirelated 
that the baſe of this obeliſk was the 
tower of Babel, the completion of 
which had been ſuſpended hy rhe 
miraculous interpoſition of heaven. 
The work was reſumed in vonſt- 
quence of a propheey, communicated 
to the Babylonians by a penſam whoſe 
father had become delsious at the 
confuſion of tongues. Phe: ptedic- 
tion affirmed, that if the Babꝝlonians 
ſhould- erect a mole three thouſand 
fix hundred feet high, their, empire 
would laſt a century for every foat in 
the menſuration. It is probable chat 
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0 higdather'scalamity. But besthis asit 

by may dpeicannor. helpagmiriog both 
the induſtey and ambitipn of a pra · 

ple, who gend execute ſuch a. ſtrus- 


| ture as che oheliſk, to ſecure the du- 
it ratiop-of-their empire through a pe- 


rioc of three hundred? and ſiay 
thouſand years N70 Jo 9msn 5 fi 


Whilſt we were ſurveying this 
li wonderful object, I had occaſion to 


ſee ſome Babylonians inſulted byp | 
Median ſoldier, concerning the ce 


flat the tower of BAE WA really wider 


taken from ſuch a motwe dg,cheautherc has 
1 mentioned, is confirmed by the followin 85 


jþ ſage "from h holy wilt. "And" th fiele 

5 to, let AS Build ts u city and u tofrer, ole 

oy nedob unto heaven, apg let us e 
UTI leſt we be ſcattered . 8 
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\dulity/ofithetr - aticeft6rst 120 Were 
not your fathers'a)pareel2ef _ 
ſaid heprsbulieve ins te Predlickio 
of that falt prophlet = WII —_ 
monarchy vf the Medes, bt of tlie i 
Aſyfizns!thavig'ts laſt three hun- 1 
dted and ſixty thouſand'years? How, 
in the name of Jupitef,”couldiyour 
| monarchy pretend to laſt. Hud 
not give ße Farthing® fer all the 
princes that ever ye hade! The'great 

queen Senmtamis, that ye ſpeak fo 
much of, was ſhe not one of the moſt 
notorious Whores that ever lived? 
One of your kings was {ugh e a. mac 
man that he lived ſeven; years upon 
graſs. And* what was the laſt of 
them, Sardanapal us. 28 you call bim 
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He wa pretty fellow; i to borſure. 


Jaſt as he was on the poipt of baader 


ing hig iſtreſs, he Mag drove away 
by a monkey, who kiſſed. her for, 
him. After all this, Bs haye the 
ge 49. boaſt, forſoorh, that 


Ye. muſt roove Your. women at the 


temple of Venus. III ſuffer to loſe 


HY THIDOL! 10 230 11 


the beſt member 1 have, if Venus did 


. ICT 


not institute the. practice in order 


is 


that the women might prove you,” 
The raillery of this ſoldier was 
charaſtetiſtic of his tation, But 


whilſt he laughed at the credulity of 
the Babylonians, he knew not that 
the application of the prophecy would 
Prove yet more unſuitable to his own 


rw The empire of the Aſſyri - 
1 K 1. ans 
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ans had ſubſiſted a thquſand and three 
hundred years“, whilſt that of the 
Medes was deſtined to extinction-at 
the end of thite Vonda erde ＋. 
It is only the fondnels '6f' 1 national 
prejudice that can aſcfibe Tach in. 
menſe longevity to the mot dürable 


"4 10 2. 
inſtitutions of mortals. Imperial do- 


minion has always had; and ever win 
have its rranſmigrations, ab wel as 


the human ſouuf . 
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0 . amazin ; 
40 1 was invited to dine 


119 Bad Of 


with my obliging Fanduftor, who 
entertained me in the manner I al- 
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which was elegant, bu t not! loxurious. 


1 10 918 8 


He was ſo well informed of every 


1319910 


thing relpeding the country, that, 


7 5007 7 


when the cloth Was las 1 
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could, not aa making enquiry 
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the ſoldier whom we had ſeen at the 
obeliſK. He had faidithat/one of 
the kings , Babylon . lived, Neon 
graſs ſeven, years... On wy aking 
whether. there could. be any trath in 


this ſtory, the governor (ft: that was 
the title of my hoſt): replied, that 


nothing v way more certain 12 85 
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it was the ſame ing 

the tempte ct dente, a the e Hang: 

| TILL 5 1 * nl 48 

ing-gardens. 155 Had Be. done it out 
21310 


of whim 1 ſaid 1: or for hat reaſon 4 
an 3 28 

5 He did it during + A "Rate of in 2 

{ * 5018 i 4 28 

nity” # 2 he; and | proceeded 


| nad 03 


10 give me the following nartative, 


The nate of the king wit Nebic- 


| hadnezzäf. He Wee of an 
enterPriffig unpoftton, An ich itt the 


life- 
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life-time vf his father trad ſubjocted 
the whole kingdom of Egypt to the 
Aſſyrian monarehy. He afterwards 
carried his victorious arms into Jodra; 


and made Himſelf maſter of Jeraſic 
lem, here ſtood a magnißeent tem. 
ple, dedicated to the moſt High God. 


Having plundered the city, and rob 


bed the temple of many of the gol. 
den veſſels with which it was richly 


furniſhed; he returned in triumph t6 


Babylon, and with the ſpoils of bis 
conqueſts erected the ſopetb ſtruci 
tures which we have been viewing. 
Ftom the extraordinatyſueceſs of 


his arms, and the magniſicence of 


the works wich which be had adorn- 


edi the n, he became ſo much 


aich intoxicated 
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intoxicated with: ptide, that he not 
only exacted obedience td mandates 
incompatible with the limited natute 
of the human faculties, hut even ar- 


rogated an uncontrolable authority 
Over the conſciences and religion 0 


mankind, 1 Having one night in his 
lleep had a ftrange dream, which he 


forgot next, maraing, he ordered all 


the Chaldeans to be ſummoned to 


the royal; palace, and commanded 
them to, inform him of his dream, 
and the ĩntetpretation of ĩt. Their 


anſwer to this abſurd requiſition was 
fuch as might be expected. They 


declared in chis : preſenee, : There 


is not a man upon the earih chat can 
thew the kings matter. Iti is a rare 
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thing that the king requireth, and 
there is none other thait can ſher 
it before the king, except the gods 
whoſe dwelling is not wich fleſh . 
At chis reply, the frantie monarch 
burſt into a furious paſſion, and vow - 
ed immediate deſtruction to the 
whole tribe of the Chaſdeans. f 
T live; ſaid he, ye ſhall be cut in 
pieces, and your houſes ſhall be made 
a dung-bill 4”, A derret fur this 
purpoſe was actually iff ved to Arioch. 
the king's captain ;; and had it not 
been for Belteſhazzar, a Jewiſh youth 
who refided at the court ot Babylon 
a univerſal maſſacre of the Chak» 
deans muſt that day have enſued-. 

„ Dante,” - f id. f in 
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This youth; with rhret others of 


the ſame nation, - had been carried 


from Jeruſalem to Babylon by the 
king, upon his late enpedlition. They 
were retained and edueated in the 
royal palace, here they lived with 


ſuch a degtes of temperance ag ten- 


dered them the admiration of. the 


whole court. I hovgh they attended 


to the ſtudy of the ſciences which 
were taught by the Chaldeans, they 
adhered to their own religion, and: 
worſhipped the true God; by whom,” 
as afterwards appeared, they were 
favored in the moſt miraculous man- 
ner. . 1 Rd. 26 Ort 

Young Belteſhazzar, alarmed at 4 


decree in the execution of which the 
Vor. I. H ruin 
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rain gf himſelf and big aheenc mpa- 
nions would haye hgen, inyolved, 
vent immediately to Aripch, and gx- 
Poſtulated wich him, ypon the x- 


treme precipitancy of the royal edit; 
ſuggeſting allo. a w if with do have AN AV F 
dience of the king upon the ſubject. 
This being obtained, ;he requeſted 
that his majeſty would give him a 
little time, and that he. would. nat 
only tell the dream, but the inter- 
pretation of it. The King acqui- 
eſcing in the propoſal, Belteſhazzar 
haſtened to his three companions, 
whom he entreated to join him in 


+ ONF 


imploring the God. of. heaven, con- 
cerning this ſecret, that they might 


not periſh with the reſt of the wiſe- 
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men of Babylon. The dream was 
teveated tu Belteſhatzir thut night; 
and nent Wiring he" fulfilled is 
promiſe, tö the 365 of the King And 
likewiſe of the Chaldeans, whom 
by this Wonderful act of providence 
he had ſaved from impending de- 
ſtruction. As a reward for ſo admi- 
rable a diſcovery, Belteſhazzar, be- 
ſide receiving many valuable preſents 
from the king, was appointed ruler 
over the whole province of Babylon, 
and chief of the governors" over all 
the Chaldeaas, or wiſe⸗menl. He 
alſo procured, for his three compa- 


nions, places of honor and emblu- 
ment under the crown . 
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Though the king's! late dream! 

| was ſuch as might huve checked that 

| inordinatepride; which ſeemd to ex 

tinguiſn every ſentiment-of,moderay! 
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tion and- piety, the violente of his 
temper ſoon afterwards broke forth 
. into an act of capriciouſneſs yet more> 
" outrageous than the former. © Hav- 
ing made an image of gold, the 
height of which was threeſcore cu 
bits, and the breadth fix cubits, he 
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ſet it up in the plain of Dura; in'the! | 
neighbourbood of Babylon, and or- 


dered all the great mem of the pro- 
vinces to aſſemble, to the dedication | 
of this idol. As ſoon as they were 
convened, a proclamation was an- | 
nounced by a herald, that, upon a 


ſignal 
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ſignal being made with muſical in- 
ſtruments, they ſhould all fall don, 
and worſhip the golden image which 
Nebuchaduezzar the kiag hüd ſet 
up; and that whoever difobeyed this 


command, ſhould be immediately 
caſt into the midſt of a burning fiery 
furnace ®, All the Aſſyrians con- 
formed implicitly to the injunction. 
But ſome officious Chaldeahs, with 


the view of diſplaying their zeal in 


promoting | the King's pleaſure, in- 
formed him that the three Jews;/'the 
companions of Belteſhazzar (for he 
himſelf ſeems not to have been pre- 
ſent,) had diſobeyed the royal com- 
mand. The king inſtantly gave 
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orders that they ſhould be brought 
before him, to anſwer for theit f- 
fence. On their coming into biz 
preſence, he interrogated them with 
reſpect to the truth of the accuſa- 
tion; repeating at the ſame-time the 
denunciation of the horrible pugiſh- 
ment which, i in caſe of their non 
conformity, they would immediately 
incur. And Who, added he, is 
that God that ſhall deliver your out 
of my hand?“ 


The coolneſs, the iv ein; the 


reſolution, and the unſhaken confi» 

dence in the ptoteCtion of their God, 

diſplayed by - thoſe / mignanimous 

youths on this dreadful occaſion, 
* Daniel, 

are 
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are unexampled in the annals of hu. 
man kind. Uandiſmayed at the te · 
naces of an imnlacable tyrant, they 


would neither fall down to his idol, 
nor deprecate his reſentmegt. 
king, ſaid they, our God whom we 
ſerve, is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will deli- 
ver us out of thine hand. We wilbnot 
ſerve thy gods, nor wor ſhip che golden 
image which thou haſt ſex up. ®. . 
Enraged at the boldneſs of 555 
reply, he inſtantly commanded therm 


to be bound, and caſt into the burn- 
ing fiery furnace, The order ws 


no ſooner ĩſſued than obeyed. They 


were eaſt into the midſt of the flames, 


* Daniel. 
H 4 which 
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Which, burned with, ſvebifury* af 
deſtroy the manwhahad gufiper the 
ſente nee into execution. n 19998 
++ With an thirſt of revenigey] whith 
even this f eataſtropht could not ſa⸗ 
tiate; the unrelenting Nebuchads 
nezzar now approached the furnace 
when. to his aſtoniſhment, he beheld 
that his utmaſt violence had proved 

he, caft three men hound into the 
midſt.of he bre , His eaunſellord 
anſwering in che affirmative, he again? 
exclaimed, Lo, I ſee four men 
looſe, walking in the midſt of the 

fire, and they ih aye no hurt ; and the 
form of the: fourth is like the ſon of 
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God. He them Called po telt ; 


þy name a0 hot urch Theyoeine | | | 

accordingly: and to the ae fRent | 6 

of alb the ſpectators, the? fire hᷣud not i 

made the ſmalleſt ĩmpteſſtonlielther 9 

on their perſons ot their heath f | 

The king rue With this twirvellous M 
tranſaction, gave glory to the omni al 
potent: Power by - whom" tliey hai ill 

been protected z'and/erjoined; under il 

2 capital Penalty, that no perſon Ml 

| ſhould dare to blaſpheme the God of | i 
ll Shadrach, Meſhech, LE bed. i 
| nego . 01 291 1 1, ?4 „n bi 
S Notwithſtanding this a 1 
| demonſttation that there exiſted: a | 
| Being ſuperior to all human power; N | 
* Daniel, + wid. f Ibid. 4 
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fill the; impious pride of Nebuebad. 
nezzar: continued unabated. l am 
lord of the world, ſaid he, and where 
is the God to whom I will acknow- 
ledge ſubjection ? Equally blind to 
reaſon. and to futurity, he knew not 
that in the hour of his exultation, 
the wheels of fate were rolling rapidly 
to hurl him from his throne. An 
intimation of this event Was ſoon 
after given him in another dream 
which was alſo interpreted by Beltes 
ſhazzar; but no fore- warnings could 
affect the mind of this infatuated 
monarch. The diſmal day ax laſt 
arrived; which was to diveſt him of 
the ſplendor of royalty, and drive 
him from the habitations of men. 
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For ſeven yeurs he lived a/ miſerable 
vagrant in the fields, and'ate)graſs us 
o 21620 ably bow 983 10, hae: 

The fiogulatity of this narrative! 
ſtruck me with amazement; Un- 
happy man! exclaimed I; what be- 
came of him afterwards? The go» 
vernor, reſuming the diſcoutſe, in- 
formed me, that at the end of ſeven 
years Nebuchadnezzar's underſtand- 
ing returaed. He again maunted 
the throne, and held the reins of go- 
vernment, with general eſteem, to 
the end of bis life. The ſevere chaſ- 
tiſement he had experienced, wrought 
a total change in his ſentiments and 
behaviour. He became as much 


— 1 
: D, 3 144 ; : , p 
180 . Daniel. 4440 5 92235 #32824 L 


——— TT” 


— »- 


: e 2 > #+> hes * | — - 8 — d - 
. 4 — = # — & 3 wy — 4 44 
Rar oy Ip 97 Pay re. 2 — — non, =. 


3+ A 


_ | 
—— —ñ 4 1 is. A070 


re on * 
aa AA. ta: 


— — p ——ä—— 40 ASS - a 
— og. E r . — . þ * 
* * * * ** 


— — — 


4 ES - 4 pe _ i 4 I 8 2 1 


* 
rer N 
Er 


—ͤ „ ————ů — - © as 


—— — "5 voy oa * , o . 
_ 4 —ů — . —— + <A S —_— 
pet . r — 4 
= * — — * r 


— 
* 3 — — : EY SEES Fare To 


EEE 


— 2 — 


— 


ow a — -H —ů —U— 2 


— * ——— r 
e 2 ICT * > F jy 


2 — 2 ů K — F 
Ot WS —— AJ PT ER. Pr I AD" IP 
LV ES BIAS EE LIT, --* 


Am a 


— re nn 
r 


. 


1 
* 


* 
” 
* 
* 
i 
= 
: þ 
* 
1 
# 
_ 
G 
E 
5 
> 
i 
"= 
4 
: 
== 
a 
ND 
i 
- 
1 
"= 
1 
1 
1 o 
7 
0 
ad of + 
7 
S: 
+ . 


—— 


—— —— — 


"= 


Twi | 


formerly been ſor arrogance and 


pride. Upon the ſame ſpot, inthe; 


hanging: gardens, where now ſtands; 


the P aphian Bower, he erected 2 
temple to, the moſt high. God, in 
which „ten times a day he f ervently 
paid his devotions. He had it in 
contemplation to aboliſn idolatry 
throughout his dominĩons; and it is 
generally believed, that to prevent 
ſuch a EN olution, he fell a ſacrifice, 
to the. clandeſtine revenge of dhe 
pagan prieſthood. It was his dying 
requeſt, that the golden ſtatues n 
the tower of Belus ſnhauld be melted 
downs and ſent back, with a ſolem 
embaſſy, to the temple at Jeruſalem.” 
1A | The 


[ iy 7 
The governor now-panſed; ud, ing” 
from his ſeat, went to aw acjbitiitg' 
cloſet, from which he brougkt ſores? 
thing in his hand.  Holding/it out 
to me, What, ſaid he, do qui] . 
cine this is? Why anſwetred I. it 
ſcems to be an eagle's feather?” te Ty” 
certainly has that appearance, feplied 
he; but it is one of the (hairs wW Hh 
was cut off Nebuchadnezzat's' head, 
on his return to the palace“ . And 
what is this 7"! ſaid he, ſhowing me 
ſome thing elfe. ſhould take it 
to be one of the claws of che fame 
bird,” anſwered I. 5 It is, replied he, 
one of the unſortunate king's nails 
qpich were pared at the ſame time“ 
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After expreſſing aden 


at the whole of this detail; I obſetw- 
ed to my ſenſible hoſt; that” had it 
not been for the Median ſoldier, T 
might have remained ignorant of 
ſome of the molt curious hiſtorical 
- anecdotes, any where to be found. 
I think, ſaid the governor ſmiling, 
he alſo mentioned our queen Semi- 
-ramis. I can ſhow you a cutiofity, re- 


lative to her, which I believe will 
afford you more pleaſure. than the 


objects we have been viewing. Ie is 


a ſatirical ballad, mentioning all the 
principal incidents of Semiramis 


bfe. I will venture to affirm that it 


"ty the oldeſt ballad in the world, botiſ# 


as a compoſition and a manuſcript; 
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she did what was Turely a notable things il; 
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for it ĩscinathe hand winger the 
author, ho liyed about Gitgen hun 
Wine ago. Fend va 01 55 
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The firſt Queen in the world; without — 
Was Ninus's conſort, the faireſt of fair. eb, 
Her name was Semiramis, famous of yore, 


For beauty, and egually famous ſor man. 
To keep pow'r in her hands on the death of . king, 


Aſſuming man's habit, ſhe in that diſguiſe, * 

Made the people believe 'twas her ſon bleſs'd their 
eyes 2 Q- 

In valor ſupreme, as in art and i in charms, 

She carry'd to India her eonqu'ring arms; 

She made gardens on Bagiſtan's top near the ſæy, 

Where the mount was environ'd with ſtones two 


miles high +. 1868 Ins! 


For mounting, when. widow as well as when wife, 


Dear mounting was always the joy of her life; 

And that ſhe. might nevet by babblers be triek'd, 

Her rule was, that thoſe who had ſigf'd her ſhe 
itil. 7 l nie IIS 
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Fell me now, faid-the governdr, 
what you think of this compoſition”: 
« [ think, ſaid I laughing heartily, it 
is an admirable production, to be ſo 
many hundred years old; and the 
author has happily availed bimſelf of 
the equivocal meaning of the word 
flick'd, in the Aſſyrian language.“ 
© This ballad, reſumed- he, was 
written by one of my anceſtors, cons 
cerning whom I muſt give you the 
following anecdote. When the ver- 
ſes had by ſome means orother come 
to the knowledge of Semiramis, ſhe 
ſent for the author, Who obeyed the 
ſummons with that apprehenſion 
which was natural to a ſubject, who 
had given cauſe of offence to a deſ- 
| potic 
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potic ſovereign- At enteting the 
apartment where ſhe ſat, he fell upon 
his knees,. and implored her forgive 
neſs, With a vdice and countenance 


which indicated the moſt gracious 


diſpoſition, ſue deſired he would get 
up; declaring that ſhe had not ſent 
for him from any motive of reſent- 


ment, but only to. afſure him, that, 


with reſpect to what. was mentioned 
in the laſt covplet.; of the ballad, he 
bad been greatly miſinformed. She 
intimated to him at the ſame time, 
that for this little ſpecimen of poetical 
genius, he might expect to he taken 
under her . protection. The conſe- 
quence was, that in two 9 days 
ſhe beſtowed upon him a beautiful 
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4 
tract of land, with an elegant man- 
Gon, on the banks of the Euphrates, 
This unexpeRted generoſity ſo much 


excited the admiration of the poet, 


that he ſoon after preſented her with 
a copy of verſes, which I muſt alſo 
ſhow you.” h 

Juſt as the governor had riſen to 
fetch the verſes, we were interrupted 
by a tragical incident. It ſeemed 
that ever ſince the diſpute between 
the prieſts about the affair at the 


obeliſk, the prieſt of Venus had en- 
tertained a defign of revenging the 
inſult which he had publicly received 
from the prieſt of Belus. But not 
daring to make an open attack, be 
bad that moment baſely aſſaſſinated 

his- 


( ns 


his antagoniſt by a wound inthe back 
with a fpear. As the perpetrator of 
this murder was of the pontifical or- 
der, could he have reached the temple 
of Venus, he would, by the laws of 
Aſſyria, have been protected from 
puniſhment. But ſeveral perſons 


having ſeen the tranſaction, and the 
character of the prieſt of Belus being 
univerſally eſteemed, as much as that 


of the other was held in contempt, 
whilft the aſſaſſin took to flight with 
the view of reaching the ſanctuary, 
he was purſued, and made priſoner 
by the ſpectatots. The governor 
being one of the chief rulers in the 
city as well as in the province, the 
delinquent was brought before him, 

I 2 to 


© mM 
to undergo an Examination, and re- 
ceive a commitment to the public 
jail, until he might be brought to a 
trial. I therefore now took leave of 
my valuable hoſt for this day. 
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1 HE late diſpute between the 
6 prieſts continued to be for ſe- 
| veral days the ſubject of much con- 


verſation; but to me it was not a 
novelty. Both in my preſent life, 
and in former tranſmigrations, I had 
ſeen many inſtances of diſſention 
amongſt 


17 1 

amongſt prieſts of different orders. It 
was an evil which naturally aroſe 
wherever Polytheiſm prevailed. For, 
as the emoluments of a prieſt, and 
the reſpect in which he was held, de- 
pended upon the degree of adoration 
paid to the idol which he ſerved, he 
was excited by motives both of in- 
tereſt and ambition to magnify the 
importance of his own particular 
deity. One inſtance of this kind was. 
remarkable. 

A gentleman of great fortune hav- 
ing been married two years to a hand- 
ſome young lady, without any pro- 
ſpe& of iſſue, they were extremely 
deſirous to have a child. On this 
account they had ſacrificed, during a 
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whole twelvemonth, to Juno, but 
without any effect. A prieſt belong. 
ing to the temple of Lucina or Diana, 


hearing of the affair, took an oppor- 


tunity to wait on the parties, and 
informed them, that the proper way 
to obtain their requeſt was to apply 
to the goddeſs whom he ſerved; for, 


unleſs ſhe granted her aſſiſtance, the 


hope of progeny would be vain, 


Whilſt therefore the ſacrifices to Juno 


were continued as uſual, oblations 
were alſo inſtituted to Diana, accom- 
panied with handſome gratuities to 
the prieſts of both the goddeſſes; but 
ſtill without any effect. 
Theſe tranſactions becoming ſoon 
after known to the prieſt of Venus, 
| he 


L ny ] 
he reſolved to turn the credulity of 


the gentleman and lady, if poſſible, 
to his own advantage. With this 


view he came one day to their houſe; 
and expreſſing the utmoſt regret at 
having heard that they had thrown 
away ſo many offerings to Juno and 
Diana, aſſured them that Venus was 
the only deity whom they. ought to 
invoke, © Nothing can be more 
certain, ſaid he. It is impoſſible that 
a work of ſuch a nature ſhould ever 
ſucceed, except under the auſpices 
of Venus. Be therefore perſuaded 
by me: diſmiſs the prieſts of Juno 
and Diana, who have too long amuſed 
you with vain promiſes, and have 
recourſe to my goddeſs, I will 
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ſtake my vergeity upon your ſuc- 
es bnidod qu guiftmuoD a9m i 
In confequence of theſecaſſurances 


his admogition was adopted; and 


the two former channels of applica- 


tion being ſhut up, the whole cur- 
rent of oblations and gratuities now 


flowed iche . and the prieſt 
of Wenus un? 4 24A 


\* Tn the mean time the two diſcarded 
prieſts, exaſperated at the ſuceeſs of 
the new intruder, and farther pro- 


voked by their own excluſion, deter- 


mined en 'revenge. For this pur- 


poſe they way-laid him, ds he was 
one evening coming home from the 
temple with a ſingle attendant. A 
nue enubd; and had not the 

aſſailants 
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aſſailants,” on the appearance of 2 
party of men coming up behind, been 
obliged to take to flight, it is proba- 
ble that the obnoxious prieſt muſt 
have fallen a ſacrifice to their reſent- 


ment. 


I ſhall now mention what follow- 
ed, in regard to the affair of the obla- 


tions. As often as Venus was in- 


voked, and gratuities were beſtowed 
upon the prieſt, aſſurances, of ſucceſs 
were repeated. Proceed, would 
he ſay, proceed. I had laſt night an 


auricular communication with the 
goddeſs on the ſubject, and ſhe has 
poſitively declared that ſhe will be 


propitious, Nothing more is neceſ- 


ſary than to procced for a little time. 
It 
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It was currently ſurmiſed, that the 
prieſt had preſſed the acceptance of 


his ſervices in more than his pontifi- 


cal function. But whatever truth 
might be in this report, it is certain 
that the rites of Venus were continu- 
ally performing; every day upon 
the altar, every night upon the couch. 
Whilſt the prieſt was fattening with 
the gifts, the huſband declined in the 


ſame proportion; and at laſt, I really 


believe, fell a victim to his own ſo- 
licitude. 

The lady remained not long a wi- 
dow ; and upon her ſecond marriage, 


the ſeveral prieſts did not fail to re- 


new their applications. But her new 


huſband could not ſo eaſily be ren- 


dered 


— ib. tina fi 1 


COMER „ r e . c ? nn 


C i293 -] 
dered thedupe of ſuperſtition. © With 
reſpect to Juno, ſaid he to the prieſts, 
we have already facrificed at the 
marriage. It ſeems to me very ab- 
ſurd to think of invoking the aſ- 
ſiſtance of Lucina before there be 
any ſigns of pregnancy. And as to 
Venus, it is firmly my opinion, that 
I cannot gratify her more than by 
performing her rites as I ought; 
which I am determined to do.” The 
lady, who ſeemed much pleaſed with 
this declaration, acquieſced in all the 
huſband had ſaid; and the prieſts 
could obtain no farther ſatisfaction 


than a promiſe, that they ſhould be 


applied to as ſoon as their ſervices 
yere thought neceſſary, 
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Was now imac to ſee the 

L College of the Chaldeans, which 
the Governor and. I were to viſit on 
our next excurſion. But the Sace 
commencing. next day, this pleaſure 
was neceſſarily ſuſpended. 

The Sacæ was an annual, feſtival 
of ſiye days, during which the maſters 
all. over the kingdom reſigned to 
their ſlaves the entire adminiſtration 
of their families 7. If, more than 
ont ſlave reſided in a houſe, the reins 
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of this temporary government were 
for the moſt part held by ſeniority. 
The ſlave thus dignified wore the 
Zogana, “ a white garment bordered 
with purple, and unn the 
royal robe. di won es 1 
On the firſt morning of this/ al 
val, the ſlaves univerſally teſtiſtet the 
moſt intemperate exultation; and it 
is incredible to what a degree ſume 
of them could throw off cle habitual 
reſpect of their maſters, The cuſtom 
of the country now indulged them 
in uncontroled licentiouſneſs; and 
they were determined that the ſlavery 
of a year ſnould be as much as poſſible 
compenſated by the unlimited uſe of 
* Athehæus. | 
freedom, 


"ous AGF ING HI „% — 2 ũ¶Gůͤꝛ ror ac 


—__ _ 2 = - en — 2 5 ch _ * a \ — — 
Go, — — « —— a ++. 2 — * — — bh 
— T 6 © 4. 1 _ + BE. 
A m LPT” ha. 1 — 1 qe + Srl . — -—_ 2 5 — as >. I => 
— 1 2 a 1 F * 223 G A q - NF 
s — = — v 6 4 
* 42 r > 7 v 1 
* — e 
= : Ci fo — _ —— 
8 " - N 


2 
— 


E ag * 


— „„ ow Se. „ 


— 


— — War oat Vap— — wo Wa — 7 „„ „ * 2 n * 
2 — — * — - 2 dirt. — 1 — 
8 — — * 7 7 — As 8 * £ —.— — — - 4 


LS 4 
. 
' 
1 
* 
1 7 
. 
1 
14 
N14 
: 
13 
14 
183 
1 
1 
144 
5 
- by, 
# 
o 
17 
14 
0 
} 
* 
15 
1 
* 
175 
1 
1 
3 
__ 
”PO 
3 
— 
FT 


1 126 } 
freedom. The behaviour of all; 
however, was not the fame; but was 


diverſified in individuals according 
to their own natural temper, and the 


treatment they had received from 
their maſters, If in the exerciſe of 
authority during the five days, any 
of them ſhould by their inſolence 
provoke their maſters reſentment; 
they could only be puniſhed with a 
flogging at the expiration of the feſ- 
tival; and even this they might eſcape 
by flying to another part.of the coun- 
try. Some of them therefore indulg- 
ed their caprice, in commanding 
their maſters to perform the meaneſt 

offices. jo 2 EMHGY 
A daily employment was that of 
waſhing 


( 297 3 
waſhing their feet in the morning, if 
not oftener in the day; and anointing 
their bodies with oil, which was the 
practice of the eountry. The put- 
ting on, and tying of their ſandals 
was another common occupation, as 
was alſo the combing of their hair. 
Sometimes they would order their 
maſter to fan them, either in the 
principal apartment of the houſe, or 
in any other place where they choſe 
it to be done. They would next 
command him to feteh water, ſome- 
times for waſhing their hands, at 
other times for cooling:them; but al- 
ways from the motive of diſplaying 
their preſent ſuperiority. 


* Herodotus. | X 
All 
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All thoſe domeſtic offices, though 
practiſed in private, afforded the ſlave 
great pleaſure; but his vanity was 
chiefly gratified when the maſter was 
obliged to ſhow his obſequiouſneſs, 
either abroad, or at home in the pre- 
ſence of company. For this purpoſe, 
the ſlave would every day paſs 


through the moſt public places, in 
the family-chariot, if there was one; 
or, if not, upon foot. If in the 
vehicle, the maſter. ſtood behind, 
holding over the ſlave an umbrella;but 
when on foot, che maſter was obliged 
to walk at a little diſtance beſore 
him, crying out, © clear the way 
for my lord.“ On thoſe occaſions, 
if he either pronounced the words in 
a manner 
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2 manner the leaſt ironieal, or if it 
was ſuſpected that he made wry faces 
to thoſe he met in paſſing along, the 
conſequence might be a ſtroke imme- 
diately wich the rod, accompanied 
with, © 'F ou ſcoundrel, I mall teach 
you how! to behave,” or ſome other 
words to thatpurpoſe,” +1 

In Babylon, the place which the 
ſlaves generally choſe for the diſplay 
of their ſuperiority, was the high 
roads which firetched along the 
banks of the Euphrates. I was 
there one day hen a lave was ridin g 
in a chariot in the manner above de- 
ſeribed. Some watermen who were 
plyiag on the river, cried out to the 
maſter, What a fool you Ws to re- 
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ſign your authority in that manner 
Don't you think ſo, maſter? Ah, 


you'll make him ſmart for this when 
the five days are expired.“ 

During the whole of this feſtival 
the maſter's houſe was open to all 
whom the ſlaves choſe to invite. 
Every apartment was occupied with 
gueſts; every table was continually 
crowded with perſons of the loweſt 
rank. Nothing but the moſt delicate 
viands could now ſatisfy them; and 
palm-wine flowed in profuſion, It 
was computed that in ſome houſes, 
the expence of this -annual riot 
amounted to more than the ordi- 
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What muſt, one ſhould think, have 
rendered this ſcene peculiarly diſ- 
agreeable to the maſter, he was-not al- 
ways admitted to partake of the en- 
tertainment which he laviſhly ſup- 
plied, and perhaps had dreſſed with 
his own hands. For often the ſlave, 
to ſhow his own authority in the pre- 
ſence of the viſitants, would oblige 
him to remain in the kitchen turn- 
ing a ſpit all the time. At a houſe 
where I dined one day from curioſity, 
the maſter came into the apartment, 
carrying in his hand a roaſted boar, 
which had been ſent him from Arme- 
nia, The ſlave, knowing him to be 
particularly fondof that diſh, declared 


that he muſt not expect to taſte one 
K 2 bit 


— 


bit of it; becauſe now was the time 
for him to learn abſtinence. © Ab- 

ſtinence !” exclaimed the maſter, 
* Abſtinence! am I to be ſtarved in 
my 6wn houſe in this manner ? I have 
both killed and roaſted this boar with 
my own hands, and it is but reaſon- 
able that I ſhould partake of it.” 
Struck with ſympathy, I took the li- 
berty to ſay, Indeed it is very pro- 
per that you ſhould.” At theſe 
words the ſlave expreſſed much paſ- 
fion. * Sir! ſaid he to me in a 
peremptory tone, I am maſter of this 


houſe at preſent, and my will ſhall. 


be obeyed.” Looking at his maſter 
with an imperious air, „ defire, 
fad he, that you will go down to the 

kichen. 
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kitchen. You ſhall neither eat of 
the boar, nor any thing elſe in my 
preſence. Have patience till we have 
dined.” But the maſter, whoſe ap- 
petite was ſet upon the boar, ſnatch- 


ed up a bit of it with a fork, and ran 


out of the room, The ſlave, ſtarting 
from the table, purſued him. The 
maſter, in his hurry, fell upon the 
ſtairs. His garment was puſhed up 
above his navel ; and in this attitude 
he ſlided down, to the no ſmall en- 
tertainment of ſome women, who 
were ſtanding at the bottom. 


A little after this incident the 
maſter was commanded to come up 
ſtairs. On his entering the room, 
« Go, ſaid the ſlave, and bring us 

K 3 half 


IG 


e C——————— 


- — —  — — — — _k__ ORC . — — 
4 = — — 8 r N a ; , = IC S by = _ 1 — 
« "<= # = d hs ' K X 
= 


[134 J 


nity as to reply, If you want girls, 
you may go to the temple and find 
them; for by Belus ! I never ſhall be 
a pimp to the firſt man in Babylon. 
Having ſpoken theſe words he de- 
parted, but he had hardly got down 
ſtairs when he was obliged to 


| half a dozen of. girls this moment. 

i 1 I have invited ſome, but I don't ex- 
| | 1 pect them before night.” The in- 
\ ſulted maſter fo far aſſerted his dig- 
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return, and introduce about a dozen 
of girls, who had come to vifit the 
lord of the houſe; for this was now 
the uſual title of the ſlave. 

When they entered the apartment 
the girl who was foremoſt accoſted him. 
* You fee, ſaid ſhe, I have brought 

you 
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you a good deal of company.” My 


jewel ! exclaimed he running towards 
her, you are the moſt charming girl 


in the world. By heaven, one hour 
of ſuch a day is worth a whole age 
of common life. Now for a joyous 
night!” After kiſſing the girls all 
round, and ſeating them upon chairs, 
he opened the door, and cried to the 


maſter, ** Send me up this moment 
ſome of the beſt wine in the houſe, 


[| 


and prepare for dreſſing a ſumptuous 


ſupper.” Receiving no anſwer im- 
mediately, he called out with a ſtern 
voice, “Do you hear?“ The maſter | 
replied in a tone of involuntary com- 
pliance, “ Yes, yes.” I heard him 
!ubjoin, though not ſo audibly, © A 
K 4 few 


Fa 1 


A-few days will put an end to this 
work.” 


The inſtitution of the Sacæ, from 
what I could learn, had its origin in 
the condeſcenſion of the maſters, who 
univerſally agreed to grant their ſlaves 
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an annual reſpite of five days from the 
rigors of ſervitude. But the illiberal 
nature of ſlaves could not always 


— p _ 
e 2 — 


ſupport ſo great an indulgence with 
moderation. Intoxicated with the 
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temporary emancipation, they often 


gave way to extreme licentiouſneſs. 


The feſtival, from the beginning to 
the end, was one continued ſcene of 


riot and intemperance, ſanctioned by 

general cuſtom. It was a wild inver- 

ſion of the order of ſociety; and in- 
ſtead 
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ſtead of teaching the maſters an ab- 
ſtinent uſe of deſpotic authority, 
ſerved only to encourage in the 
flaves the moſt extravagant abuſe 
of it. 


S 


DESCRIPTION OF THE ENVIRONS or 
BABYLON. THE KING: AN Ex- 
TRAORDINARY FUNERAL. 


N account of the confufion 
which prevailed in Babylon 
during the feſtival of the Sacæ, I 
took this opportunity of ſurveying 
the environs, where nature and art 
eonſpired to render the countty ſuit- 
: able 
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able to the great metropolis. From 
the hundred braſen gates, high roads 
led through the provinces, on all 


ſides, to the extremity of the empire. 
Canals of great extent, cut acroſs the 


immenſe plain, conveyed water from 


the Euphrates weſtward to the borders 


of Syria, and eaſtward almoſt to the 
Tigris“. This was one of the works 
of Nebuchadnezzar, who, amidſt the 
many blemiſhes of his character, had 
doubtleſs the merit of having greatly 
promoted the intereſt, as well as the 
glory of the empire. 

The fertility 'of the ſoil was fo 
much encreaſed by theſe canals, that 
the land generally yielded two hun- 


* Herodotus. 
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BS 
dred fold x. Commerce flowed in- 
ceſſantly through all thoſe channels 
of communication, not by ſmall 
boats only, but by veſſels of great 
burden +. An appearance of chear- 
fulneſs, diſtin& from what might be 
ſuppoſed to ariſe from the Sacæ, was 
every where conſpicuous. But I 
imputed it in great meaſure to the 


oratification at the temples of Venus, 


which were numerous over the coun- 
try; for, though proviſions were 
extremely plentiful, the Median go- 
vernment was far from being in- 

dulgent to the natives. rr 
The natural productions of Aſſyria 
were confined to a few ſpecies, but this 

fHerodotus. I Ibid, 
was 
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was compenſated by the variety which 
might be obtained from them with 
very little labor. The palm- tree, 
which was common in every part of 
the country, yielded food, wine, and 
honey. The quantity of the laſt 
article, over the kingdom, muſt have 


been prodigious; for it was univer- 


fally uſed in the burying of the 
dead +. 


Bitumen was in great plenty, and 
alſo ſerved different purpoſes. It 


not only afforded brick for building, 


but was the fuel commonly uſed by 
the inhabitants; and to anſwer the 
great conſumption, nature was con- 


ſtantly generating freſh ſupplies in 


_ * Herodotus, + Ibid, I Ibid. 
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the earth“. This ſubſtance, being 
of a ſlimy or adheſive quality, might 
eaſily be moulded into any form ; and 
when dried, either by the ſun or the 
fire, acquired a hardneſs which ren- 
dered it ſuſceptible of equal dura- 
tion with ſtone. It had been owing 
to the vaſt quantity of bitumen, that 
the Babylonians were enabled to erect 
ſuch amazing ſtructures, and were 
alſo ſo remarkable for their profici- 


ency in the plaſtic art. It was a fre- 


quent diverſion amongſt the children 

to work this earth into the ſhape of 

various animals, which they imitated 

with ſurprifing dexterity. But. the 

ſulphureous ſmell which it com- 
Herddotuns. 
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municated when wet, was at firſh 


_ offenſive to a ſtranger. - 


It was a fingular circumſtance 
in the kingdom of Aſſyria, that, 
notwithſtanding | its great extent, 
the vaſt towers of Babylon were 
ſeen conſpicuous from every quar- 
ter. 


In the province of Dura, I ſaw the 
furnace into which the three Jewiſh 
youths were caſt, at the command of 
Nebuchadnezzar. It was at this 
time uſed as an oven, in preparing 


bread for the army, which often en- 
camped in the neighbourhood. Not 


far from the ſame place, I was ſhown 


a ſmall hollow ſpot, under the ſhelter 


of an old palm-tree, where it was 
ſaid 


L J 


ſaid that Nebuchadnezzar had often 
lain during the time of his cala- 
mity. 

In the ſurvey which I had taken 
of the environs of Babylon, the fer- 
tility of its territories excited my 
admiration, but I was not captivated 
with its beauty, I had always been 
fond of the purling ſtream, the va- 
ried grove, and the vocal hill; but 
here the waters flowed only in rivers 
of a vaſt expanſe the palm excepted, 
there was not in the whole nation 
(1 ſpeak not of the HAN IXO GAR- 
DENS) a fingle tree to be ſeen ;* and 
ſo much was an echo unknown in the 
country, that the language, as TI 

: * Herodotus, 
learned 
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learned upon enquiry, afforded no 
word for that idea. The climate, 
beſide, being hardly ever refreſhed 
with rain, “ the air was perpetually 
ſultry; and its intemperature was 
encreaſed by the bituminous exhala- 
tions, eſpecially in the neighbourhood 
of Babylon. 

On my return towards the city, I 
had the pleaſure to meet with the 
King who, though Media was now 
the ſeat of empire, frequently held 
his court at Babylon. He was a man 
at this time between forty and fifty, 


of a good appearance. He rode in a2 


chariot with three horſes a- breaſt; 


and on his left hand far the Queen, 


* Herodotus. 


for 


N 
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for whom he had a particular affec- 


tion. She was the daughter of a 


gentleman of ſmall fortune within 
thirty miles of the city. The king, 
who, ſome years before, uſed fre- 
quently to make excurſions into the 
country in diſguiſe, had met with 
her by accident at the temple of 
Venus, on the day when ſhe went to 
make the uſual ſacrifice of her vir- 
ginity. He became her paramour 
on that occaſion, and afterwards 
married her. | 

The time when I met him was the 
laſt day of the Sacæ, when many of 
the inhabitants were going along the 
high road, celebrating the feſtival 
according to cuſtom, He ſeemed 
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to be much entertained at beholding 
the ſlaves dreſſed in the Zogana. It 
is probable that the ſight of ſo great 
a number of perſons, exulting in the 
exerciſe of their narrow and tempo- 
rary deſpotiſm, excited in his mind 
a more lively conſciouſneſs of the va- 
lue of that ſuperior authority, which 
was both perpetual and unlimited, 
But it might at the ſame time give 
him a contempt of the ignoble power 
which is exerted only in the indul- 
gence of caprice, and the deſtruction 
of ſocial happineſs, When I had 
come almoſt oppoſite to his majeſty, 
I ſtopped my horſe, and made a pro- 


found bow, which he returned in a 


very gracious manner, 
I entered 
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I entered the city by one of the 
brazen gates on the weſt fide, and 
thence took the ſhorteſt road to the 
ſtreet in which my lodgings were 
ſituated. In paſſing along, there 
appeared a great concourſe of peo- 
ple, who I found upon enquiry, had 
aſſembled to behold the funeral of 
the prieſt of Belus. Being deſirous 
of viewing the ceremony, I dif- 
mounted, and gave my horſe to one 
of my ſervants: The preſent general 
diſregard of good order rendered the 
multitude ſo unruly that it was im- 
poſſible to obtain any ſecure ſtation 
upon the ftreet; but by putting a 
piece of gold into the hand of one 
of thoſe who were dreſſed in the 
L 2 Zogana, 
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Zogana, I was accommodated with a 
place in the window of an apartment 
on the firſt floor, where I might have 
an advantageous view of the whole 
proceſſion. 

On this ſolemn occaſion, the prieſts: 
of every order, within many miles of 
Babylon, were aſſembled. They 
were dreſſed in their richeſt pontificat 
robes, and marched in different divi- 
fions ; each claſs being preceded by 
an officer carrying the enſign of its 
order. The proceſſion began from 
the houſe of the deceaſed, and ended 
at the burial ground belonging to 
that quarter of the city. In the front 
marched the ſlaves of the deceaſed, 
clad in black garments, with their 


hair 
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hair diſhevelled, and pouring forth 
a lamentable cry. With the left 


hand they beat their breaſts, and in 
the right they carried rods, to the 
heads of which was faſtened a branch 
of the cypreſs- tree. Theſe were ſuc- 
ceeded by a band of muſicians, in the 
ſame habit, playing melancholy airs 
upon a variety of inſtruments, amongſt 
which I obſerved the flute, the harp, 
the timbrel, and the dulcimer. Be- 
hind the muſicians, the corpſe, in'a 
plain coffin made of the palm-tree, 
was carried by ſix men, all likewiſe in 


black, and their hair diſhevelled. 
The proceſſion hitherto diſcribed 
was common to all the Babylonian 
funerals, but the ſubſequent part, I 
L 3 was 


— 


15 
was informed, had never been exhi- 
bited with near ſo much ſolemnity as 


on the preſent extraordinary occa- 
ſion. 


At a little diſtance behind the 
corpſe, marched the prieſts of Belus, 


or Jupiter, preceded by their ſtandard- 
bearer, who carried in his hand a 


long rod, on the top of which was a 


large figure of an Eagle, with a leaf 
of oak in its mouth. They walked 
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three in a rank, according to ſeniority, 
and were all dreſſed in the habit of 
the prieſts of Belus, formerly de- 
ſcribed, Their ſtep was venerably 
ſolemn, and they beat their breaſts 

with an air of real lamentation. 
After another band of muſic the 
prieſts 
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prieſts of Juno next advanced. They 
were arrayed in white garments, 
gorgeouſly decorated with the tail of 
the peacock; the figure of which bird 
was alſo carried before them by their 
ſtandard-bearer. They marched in 


the ſame manner with the preceding 
claſs, which they reſembled both in 
the dignity of their gait, and the ap- 
parent ſincerity of condolence. 

A third band of muſic ſeparated 
this claſs from the prieſts of Venus, 
who were the moſt numerous body 
in the proceſſion, The enſign of this 
order was the Ceſtus of the goddeſs, 
which they appeared to view with 
great complacency ; and their habit 
was the ſame with what has been 
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mentioned in a preceding chapter, 


Whether owing to the diſpute which 


had occaſioned the preſent funeral, I 
know not, but I could not help re- 
marking that the behaviour of this 
claſs was extremely indecent. An 
air of levity, mixed with laſciviouſ- 
neſs, appeared in the whole of their 


deportment. Their countenances 


had more the aſpe& of ſmothered 
They 


walked with a mincing ſtep, as if 


exultation than of ſorrow. 


eager to betray a diſregard of the 
And 
they performed the ceremony of 


common forms of decorum. 


beating the breaſt, in the manner of 


a lover, when he pats the boſom of 


his miſtreſs. In ſhort their conduct 
afforded 
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afforded general diſguſt, and in many 
excited indignation, Even the haugh- 
ty lords of the Zogana, who had 
trampled on all the laws of public 
decency, revolted at the fight of men 
that could dare to caſt mockery on 
the ſacred obſequies of the dead. 
At a facrifice in a grove of Idalia, 
during the performance of a hymn 
to Venus, I once ſaw the prieſts jig 
with meretricious airs to the ſoft 
muſic of the Lydian flute; but their 
levity was afterwards repaid by the 
votaries with a hearty flogging ; and 
I am certain that in the preſent caſe, 
they were much more entitled to'the 
ſame retribution. | 
The proceſſion was cloſed by ano- 
; ther 


* * — * — — - CIS 
IE RI — CD ——— — — — — 
= [Sy 3. JOE: I ode es © — Det te LE * 


— > = 4 = A - — * ec —— — 
, — — — 8 * p- yy 5 —— = 
* & 2a . mw r * ns; 


— ue 
gy} $4 — - — - whe <v_. 
— — "hg — — 


. > Wo xt fn 
wv <4 4 > 
„ 


— 
— 
n 


* 


— r 
— — + a ax XY Tx 
e 4 —— 
— © — — 
S 


* 22 
* « — : * Gas 
— —— —' — 
— 2 — —— — * 2 2 * 
C ͤ d bo, > a op go 


= va 
— — 
E - 


= A —_— 


4 3 
— — 2 
5 r 2 
2 


— -- 
N 22 k 3 „„ — — 8 — — — WT — 
— = rY — — —Pͤ. 
— $ — DE —— I * * : 
83 


. 40S for — 
4 - 
p l 5 8 5 = er 
1 © "a = . 1 


7 bx $ 
$$ F 
4) 
MN 10 
1 4 
ICP 
EET? 
1 8 ? 

: it BF ' 
0 1 4 


— 


( 484 J 


ther claſs of prieſts, of which there 
was a greater number in Babylon 
than in any other country, This 
was probably owing to the univerſal 
demand for molten images amongſt 
the Aſſyrians. The prieſts 1 ſpeak 
of were thoſe of Vulcan. From the 
oddneſs of their appearance, and 
from the cloſe connexion which ſub- 
ſiſted between their patron and Ve- 
nus, I began to ſuſpe& that a plan 
had been concerted by the prieſts of 
both to throw ridicule on the ſolem- 


nity ; but this, I afterwards found, 
was not the caſe, The enſign which 


preceded this order was an anvil, car- 
ried upon the top of a long pole, by 


a man who in his figure perfectly re- 
ſembled 
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1 
ſembled a Cyclops. He bad alſo 


only one eye, but not under the mid- 
dle of his forehead, 

The prieſts, of whom the number 
was about twenty, were dreſſed in 
flame-coloured robes, on which were 
repreſented the hammer, the bellows, 
and other utenfils of the Cyclopian 
art, interſperſed with the uſual ob- 


jets of its employment. Theſe 


were, thunderbolts, winds, clouds of 
rain, the Ægis, the chariot- wheels of 
Mars, the Gorgon's head, and the 
whole armour of Pallas. In the form 
of their perſons, ſeveral of theſe 
prieſts bore a great affinity to their 
ſtandard-bearer. I obſerved a Bron- 


tes, a Steropes, and a Pyracmon. But 
N what 
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what moſt ſurpriſed me was, that'in 
walking, they all had the limp of the 


„ R 


Lemnian god. I imputed this to an | 
affectation in honor of their deity ; 
and upon enquiry, my conjecture was 


verified, Among them however 
were two prieſts who had been ſub- 


r — 


ject to lameneſs from their infancy; 


Rr - A 


and one of theſe had alſo the misfor- 
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tune to reſemble his patron in ano- 
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ther circumſtance. He had caught 
an officer of the Median army in the 
act of adultery. with his wife. But 
he was not fatisfied, like Vulcan, 
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with expoſing the parties to ridicule; 
for with a knife which he uſed at the 


ſacrifices, he inſtantly diſmembered 


the warrior. I ought to have men- 
tioned, 
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tioned, that oyer the anvil carried by 
the ſtandard-bearer of this claſs, there 
was a Salamander. On my aſking 
the reaſon of this emblem, I was told 
it had been aſſumed upon a current 
report that a Salamander could hve 
in the midft of fire, 

The habit of all the prieſts at this 
ſolemnity, was the ſame which they 
uſually wore, with the addition only 
of a ſprig of the cypreſs-tree in their 


turbans. On the whole, it was the 


moſt ſingular kind of funeral I had 


ever ſeen, and would long be remem- 
bered in Babylon. 


CHAP. 
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THE COLLEGE OF THE CHALDEANS, 
= feſtival of the Sac being 

finiſhed, we viſited the Col- | 

lege of the Chaldeans, which was 

ſituated on the eaſt fide of the I 


Evphrates a little way from 'the 
bridge. It was a large building, con- 
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ſiſting of four quadrangular courts, Ii 

reſpectively appropriated to the dif- | 

ferent ſects into which the Chaldeans | 

were divided. Theſe were the Hhar- 

tumim, Aſhaphim, Chaſdim, and 
Mecaſhphim.“ 
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* Herodotus, 


We 
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We went firſt into the apartments 
of the Aſhaphim, or thoſe who cul- 
tivated Theology, Being deſirous to 


know the opinion of the Chaldeans 
on this important ſubject, I entered 
into converſation with one who was 
reputed a perſon of the deepeſt know- 
ledge among them, Pray, ſaid I, 
do not the Chaldeans maintain the 


exiſtence of one ſupreme Power ?” 
«© Moſt certainly, replied he, and that 
ſupreme and eternal Power is light,” “ 
« I preſume, ſaid I, you do not ad- 
mit a plurality of gods.“ © Yes, 
anſwered he, Zoroaſter, the founder 
of our religion, has taught that there 
is a plurality of created gods, who 


* Porph, Vir Pythag. 


are 
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are all however ſubordinate to the 
Great Eternal Power.“ On what 
account do you ſuppoſe a plurality ? 


ſaid I. Such a doctrine ſeems not 
neceſſary for explaining the govern- 


ment of the univerſe.” If you 
think ſo, replied he, we differ totally 
in opinion. Can we imagine that 


the Supreme Power is to be at the 
trouble of directing all the operations 
of the univerſe, without the aſſiſtance. 
of inferior agents?” © It ſeems to 


me, ſaid I, as if you eftimated the 
infinite perfections of the Eternal 


Being by the limited capacities of 
mankind”. © We have formed our 
ſyſtem upon analogy,” anſwered he, 


* Porph. Vit, Pythag. 
« Analogy, 
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« Analogy, when well founded arid. 


applicable, ſaid I, is doubtleſs a uſe 


ful principle in many ſpeculative ens. 


quiries; but I very much queſtion, 
whether there can exiſt any real ana- 
logy between the nature of the Su- 
preme Power and that of arly-created 
being.” 1 o this I received no other 
anſwer than a ſmile of diſapproba- 


tion, accompanied with a nod of the 


head. He had entrenched himſelf 
within the pale of analogy, and was 
not to be driven from it. I then 
changed the converſation, and look- 
ing at a figure of Zoroaſter, which 
ſtood in the hall, I ſaid, by way of 
compliment, that Zoroaſtet had been 
an ingenious man. Les, anſwer- 
vor. I. = 
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E 
ad he, Zorvaſter was the greateſt tan 
that ever lived.” After a little more 
converſnation, of a trifling natute, 
we took our leave of the Aſhaphim. 
We next viſited the Chaſdim, or 
the College of Aſtrologers, where I 
alſo had a converſation with one of 
the moſt eminent profeſſors. 1 had 
always conſidered this as a chimerital 
ſcience, and from the reſult of my 
preſent enquiry I was confirmethia 
the opinion. I believe, faid I to 
the aſtrologer, that the grand prin- 
eiple of your ſrience relates to a 
knowledge of the fign under which 
any particular perfon is born? *«« You 
are perfectly right, Sir,” replied be. 
I cannot conceive, faid I, what ne- 
fary 
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ceflary connexion there ſhould ſubſiſt 
between the diſpolition-or fortune of 
any man and the ſign of his nativity. i 
Oh, chere is nothing more certaiv, 1 
anſwered he. I hall demonſtrateitby IK 
an example. Aries, Taurus, Gemini, 
Cancer, Leo, Virgo. We ſhall go no 


farther. We ſhall-take Aries. Now, i 

| ; p ; 
ſuppoſe a man is born under Aries. ( 
Let us conſider the principles of things. 1 


Well, what is Aries? Why, 1 ſay Aries 
is a ram. That is one ſtep gained. 
Aries is a tam. Now what is a ram, 
in an aſtrological ſenſe ? for we,muſt 
proceed ſcientifically. This is a 
que ſtion of the utmoſt importance; 
and upon the right ſolution of it the 
whole uf our diſcoveries muſt de- 
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pend. I ſay again, what is a fam, 
in an aſtrological ſenſe ?' now mark 


PIX 


me. A ramis the leader and defen- 
der of the flock. I ſay, he is the 
leader and defender of the flock. Do 
you ſee that? now we ſhall come to 
the point. I ſay then, as Aries'is a 
ram, and a ram is the leader and de- 
fender of the flock ; now mark me, a 
king who is born under Aries is de- 


ſtined to make a great prince. Do 
you ſee that? I ſay, he is deſtined to 
make a great prince. His govern- 
ment will never be overturned either 
by foreign or domeſtic foes, Now, 
here is a concluſion regularly and 
fairly deduced, vpon the principles 


of aſtrology ; and I defy all the wiſe- 
: men 
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men in Babylon to find one flaw 
in the whole of this ſy llogiſtical, 
aſtrological, triſmegiſtical proceſs. 
That, __ will ca is a bold: dente 
ration.“ 8 503 ten tnt 


11 f now 1 and looked wu 
ai of great importance. You 
ſeem to be extremely converſant with 
myſtical ſcience, ſaid I; but permit 
me to aſk you one queſtion. Upon 
the ſame principle with* the conclu- 
fion which you have drawn, is there 
not reaſon to apprehend” that a wo- 
man born under the ſign' of Aries 
would be inclined to aſſume the 
government over her huſband?” 


i Good, anſwered he; your remark 


is pafec juſt, provided that none 
M 3 of 
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of the conſie hations, partidulanly 
Virgo, be adverſe. That is the point. 
And now that 1 think of it, ſuel a 
woman is alſo expoſed to another 
danger from the celeſtial influence. 
4% What is that) ſaid J. Why, 
rephed he, to the a of being 
tuped.“ 

At the fimplieity with which this 
anſwer was delivered, the governor 
burſt into a fit of laughing, in which 
1 joined. The aſtrologer was now 
poceeding to examine whether Virgo 
was adverſe, when; I, apprehenſive 
leſt we ſhould be detained the Whole 


day amidſt the conſtellations,” to n 
purpoſe, changed the ſubject, by alk- 


ing whether the Chaldeans kept any 
journal 


00 —_— I 
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journal of. extraordinary apa Tce 
in the firmamegt. He replied. that 
they did; and to ſatisfy my curioſity, 


brought a large boak, in which many 


of thoſe obſeryations were regiſtered, 
On examining ſeveral; parts of the 
book, I found an account of ſome 
comets, and viſible eclipſes ; but 
what afforded me moſt Latisfations 
were two miraculous Occurrences 
which 1 knew had been obſerved in 


another country. One of theſe was, 


that, at a ime ſperificd in the Jourr 
nal, the ſun had ftagd ſtill about z 
whole days and the other, chat in 
ſubſequent period, he had gene gen 
degrees back upon the dial in che 


college. | | 
M4 That 
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That the Chaldeans were diſgent 
obſervers of the planets and ftars; 
there can be no queſtion, Almoſt 
the whole life-time of the Chaſdim 
was devoted to this purpoſe: © But, 

with all theit obſervations, T. am 
certain that they never attained-any 
accurate knowledge of aſtronomy, 
Whilſt 1 was examining this ſubject, 
1 ſpoke with ſeveral members of the 
college. They alledged extremely 
weak reaſoris for the 'eclipſes: of the 
ſun; and none of them could fore- 
tel, or reduce to any certain pe- 
riods, the returns of thoſe ple“ 
nomena *, Ariſtotle aſterwards, I 
know, entertained a different opi- 
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nion; but I convinced him of his 
miſta kee. 
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UST as we were quitting” the 

Chaſdim, a meſſage was brought 
from the King, defiring the atten- 
dance of the governor. immediately 
at the royal palace. Of all the c coun- 
ſellors of ſtate, he enjoyed the great- 
eſt ſhare of his majeſty” s confidence 
and certainly" never any miniſter de- 
ſerved "mote the eſteem of his ſove- 
reign.” His political knowlege was 
extenſive; his integrity Was univer- 
fally the ſubject of praiſe ; and he was 


endowed 
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endowed with all thoſe virtues, pubs 
lic and private, which reflect a luſſi 
on the character of that prince by 


whom they are honored and ad- 


mired, I therefore viſited the next 


department of the college under the 
guidance of a member of the Chaſ- 
dim; for the chief of the Chaldeaps, 
who might otherwiſe have favored 


me with his company, was at pre- 
ſent 1 in an infirm ſtate of health. 


ab next entered the 1 90 
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ous kinds of divination, excluſive.gf 


aſtrology. Here lived thoſe , Chal 


deans whoſe province it was to fort 
tel future. events by augury or the 
fight of birds, and by inſpeRion 


into 
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into the entrails of facrificed animals. 

Here alſo were the interpreters of 
dreams, and the expounders of pro- 

digies. In regard to augury and the 

inſpection of entrails, I had been ſuf- 

ficiently acquaintedwith them during 
a former tranſmigration in Hetrutiaz 
and I can affirm from experience that 
they were nothing ele than political 
frauds. Nay I myſelf, when a prince 
in that country, had practiſed them 
with much ſucceſs. In thoſe igno- 
rant and ſuperſtitious times, there 
was no way of working {o powerfully 
upon the minds of men as by the in- 
ter vention of omens. The territory 
which J poſſeſſed in Hetruria was 
beautifully fituated, and I was envied 
by 
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by three neighbouring princes, who 


formed a confederacy againſt me. 


My only ally was a prince of a ſmall 


diſtrict, whom, being under great 


apprehenſion from the ſuperiority of 


our enemies, I had the utmoſt diffi- 
culty to retain. Both armies lay in 
ſight of each other, and the advan» 
tage of the ground was greatly in fi- 


vor of ours. I therefore called 3 
council of war, and propoſed that we 
mould immediately attack the ene- 
my. The prince and ſeveral of my 
own officers ſtrongly oppoſed ſuch a 


reſolutzon ; repreſenting the extreme 


temerity of hazarding an action with 


an army almoſt double our numbers. 
When 1 could not perſuade them 


either 
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either by argument or entreaty, I was 


obliged to have recourſe to artifice, 
« Let our conduct then, ſaid I, be 
determined by a ſolemn appeal to the 
gods, who direct all human events 


at their pleaſure, and who alone can 


with certainty fore-know them. I 
ſhall perform the- rites of augury 
with my own hands. If the bird 
ſhall fly towards the enemy, we may 
depend upon it that the gods will 
crown our efforts with victory. But 
if on the contrary, it ſhall fly towards 
the oppoſite quarter, we may con- 
ſider it as a fignal from heaven to 
avoid an engagement, and to betake 
ourſelves to the faſtneſſes of the coun- 
try,” The propoſal was readily em- 
braced, 
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braced, and preparations were made 
for the augury. | 

On occaſions of this kind 1 had 
been accuſtomed to practice two 
methods. One was by procuring 
birds from the woods in different 
parts of the country. : For, on 
being let looſe, they never failed to 
fly towards their former habitation, 
When I had not the choice of the 
bird, the other method was, to give 
it a certain twitch, which might be 
eaſily done unperceived, and would 
determine it to fly to whatever quar- 
ter I pleaſed. I could act at preſent 
only in the latter of thoſe ways. 
Having therefore procured a bird in 
the neighbourhood of our camp, 1 
| , imme- 


[ #75 J 
immediately put on the augural 
habit, which happened to be in my 
baggage; and after a ſhort invocation 
to the gods of the country, I ſent the 
bird upon its flight. An arrow could 
not have been directed more ſtraight 
towards the enemy than the courſe 
in which it teered. © The gods, 
exclaimed I in a tone of enthuſiaſm, 
the immortal gods urge us on to vic- 
tory and glory ?” A ſudden tranſport 
of joy broke forth into a general ac- 
clamation. I ſeized the auſpicious 
moment, and inftantly gave the ſignal 
for an attack. We marched againſt 
the enemy with an intrepidity which 
nothing could reſiſt. After diſcharg- 
ing a volley of arrows, we ruſhed 

Ty s furiouſly 
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furiouſly upon them with ſword/and 
ſpear. At once they gave way on 
every ſide; and we purſued them 
with ſuch flaughter as had never 
been known before in the bloodieſt 
wars of Hetrutia, '- + +1 26 


The Extiſpicium, or the art of 4. 
vination by the inspection of the 
entrails of animals, was equally 
chimerical with the former; and for 
one inſtance in which it may have 
been practiſed from ſuperſtitious 
ſim plicity, it was, in a thouſand in- 
ſtances, the reſult of political artifice. 
This ſpecies of divination was pecu- 
liar to the prieſthood at public ſaeri- 
| fices. The operator was encloſed 
by a wide circle, called the hallowed 

ground, 
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ground, upon which no perſon, but 
ſuch as he choſe, could intrude with- 
out the penalty of ſacrilege. He 
had therefore an opportunity to im- | 
poſe upon the people whatever he | 
pleaſed. To ſerve a particular pur- | 
poſe, I once knew a prieſt declare | 
with affected aſtoniſnment to the 
ſpectators, that the victim had not a 
heart; though we know that it is 
impoſſible for any animal to exiſt a 
moment without that organ. On a 
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ſimilar occafion, I was preſent, when 
the prieſt exclaimed ts the audience, 
By the immortal gods! here are 
two hearts,” Having afterwards an' 
opportunity to ſee him in private, [ 
charged him with the impoſture. He. 
Ver. I. =. + - treated 


(fl 

treated me confidentially, and Nas: an- 

ſwer deſerves to be recorded. N by, 

ſaid he, the victim had one heart, 

and I hope you don't imagine that 1 

have none.“ | 
But exclubre of intentional fraud, 


the prieſts themſelves were extremely 
liable to deception. ' Though /ac- 
cuſtomed to the opening of animals, 
they knew nothing of anatomy. I 
could have perſuaded almoſt any of 
them that the liver was the ſpleen, 
and have preſented them with the 
gall- bladder, whilſt they believed 
they were receiving one of the kid- 

neys. 
The divination by prodigies was 
properly not confined to any parti- 
cular 


( "7s J 
cular claſs, but might be exerciſed 
by cach of them within their reſpee- 
tive departments. On all theſe ſub- 
W j<&ts, I took the liberty which T had 
formerly done with the aſtrologer, to 
queſtion the ſuppoſed reality of any 
connexion between the principles of 
thoſe arts, and the events either in 
the natural or moral world. But if 
the Chaldeans were too inſenſible to 
be convinced of error, they proved 


too obſtinate to acknowledoe it. 

In one of thoſe who pretended to 
interpret dreams, I found more 
acuteneſs than in the others. When 
l hinted at my ſceptieiſm with regard 
to the principles of the art, he an- 
ſweted me in the words of Homer, 
N2 Dreams 
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& Dreams from Jove deſcend”, 1 
immediately replied, And fo, I be- 
lieve, does the interpretation of 
them“ . He ſuſpected that I meant 
this in a ſenſe very different from a 
compliment, and he was right in his | 
conjecture. But, ſaid he, if you 
admit that dreams proceed from 
above, you muſt alſo admit the poſſi- 
bility of their interpretation; for 
otherwiſe, what purpoſe could they 
-anfwer?” In a very few inſtances, 
replied I, ſome of which are taken 
from the hiſtory of one of your own 
kings, and confirmed by evidence of 
the higheſt authority, I ſhall admit 
chat dreams have been excited by the 


Supreme Power, but never-that they 
| have 
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have been interpreted without the 
aid of divine illumination. In- 
deed, anſwered he, the art may well 
be called divine illumination; for it 
is that of divining by the light of 
ſcience”. . You now take for 
granted the queſtion in diſpute, 
ſaid J. I do not take it for grant- 
ed, replied he with ſome warmth, 
Behold that figure,“ pointing to a 
ſtatue. That is the figure of a man 
whoſe abilities will do immortal 
honor to the art. of interpreting 


dreams. That is the great Belteſhaz- 
zar.“ * And that, replied I, is the very 


man who has confirmed the doctrine 
which 1 maintain.“ That is im- 
poſlible, ſaid he. For Belteſhazzar 
was the moſt celebrated interpre- 
N 3 ter 
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ter that ever exiſted. He waz 
more than an interpreter, and was 


0 | 


alſo a member of our college“. 1 
know it, replied I; but he derived 
his ilumipation from another ſource 
than the principles of your ſcienceꝰ. 
« Why, I tell you, ſaid he, that 
Belteſhazzar received his education 
within theſe walls. He acknows- 
ledged it himſelf, and no man dates 
to infinuate that Belteſhazzar was a 
liar”, 4 You fay right replied J. 
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And permit me to tell you in return, 
that Belteſhazzar did derive his illu- 
mination from the Supreme Power. 
The fact reſts upon the authority of | 
a man whom you have acknow- 
ledged, and all the world will ac 
knowledge, not to have been a liar.” 
At 
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At this anſwer he appeared to be 
much confuſed, and made no reply; 
but bit his lip with that air of vexa- 
tion which often accompanies a con-: 


| ſciovs impotency of ., reſentment. 
| Had our converſation continued lon- 


ger, I ſhould have urged the impoſ- 
ſibility of redueing within any deter. 
minate rules of interpretation ſuch 2 
ſubject as that of dreams; which have 
neither bounds to their variety nor 
combination. As well might we ats 


tempt to calculate the duration of 
eternity, or meaſure the infinity of 
ſpace. After a ſhort filetiee I wiſhed 
him good-day, and proceeded with« 
out any guide to the remaining des 
partment of the college. | 
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IHE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 
AN KCCOUNT OF A CURIOUS Ex- 
 ORCISM. | 


- ' : . 


F all the departments in the 
Chaldean college, the Mecaſh- 
i was that which moſt excited 
the admiration of the public. It was 


the awful reſidence of the magici- 


ans, ſorcerers, necromancers, and in 


general of all thoſe who. were ſup- 


poſed to poſſeſs the art of perform- 
ing  preternatural atchievements, 
They even claimed the wonderful 


1 of ſtopping the river in its 
courſe, 


TT PETTY WET 
6 os * = 
R 


r 
WW a. a 


_ ä 
Wy} * _— 
— 


1 To CY 1 8 
= -=s = = _ 


L 18s J 


courſe, of railing furious tempeſts in 
the air, of heaving the ocean to the 
clouds, and of bringing down the 
moon from the firmament. In a 
word, vulgar-credulity had inveſted 
them with the power of the omnipo- 


tent God; and they reigned the 
great diCtators of every thing human 


and divine. Whilſt I was advancing 
towards this ſcat of magical enchant- 
ment, imagination preſented to my 
mind the horrid fate of Ulyſſes' com- 
panions in the palace of Circe; but 
diſdaining to follow the example of 
Eurylochus, I approached it with as 
much unconcern as I had before 


done the other three colleges. 
On entering the ſ pacious ſalloon, I 
- _* okra 
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obſerved that the walls were 'decos 
rated with a plaſtic repreſentation of 
the ſtory which I had juſt been anti- 
cipating. In one compartment, 
Circe, was reaching to the unfortus 
nate voyagers her poiſoned cakes 
and wine; in another ſhe was whip⸗ 
ping them with a {witch into a hog's 
ſtye; and in a third, having under- 
gone their metamorphoſis, they ap- 
peared in the form of ſwine. Ad- 
Joining to theſe was another large 
compartment, exhibning the hiſtory 
of Meduſa, with the whole dreadful 
family of the Gorgons. Though I 
was not afraid of being converted 


into ſtone at the ſight of this hide- 


ous groupe, I turned: away my eyes 
from 


1 # J 
from objects ſo diſagreeable, to view 
the other ſides of the hall. They 
were hung round with an ionumera- 


ble variety of productions, the imple- 


ments and trophies of ſorcery. In 
one corner of the room were three 


witches, reſembling infernal hags. 


They were boiling a large cauldron, 
from which iſſued a ſteam the moſt 
offenſive that I had ever perceived 
in my life; 

In the middle of the hall was one 
of the Mecaſhphim, holding a magic 
wand, and contemplating a circular 
figure which he had drawn on the 
floor. Immediately accoſting him, 
“I have heard, ſaid I, the fame of 
this college, and am come to be con- 

1 i vinced 
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vinced of your aſtoniſhing power by 
ocular demonſtration. I beg that 
you will gratify me with the per- 
formance of ſome miracle.“ At 
this requeſt he ſeemed ſurpriſed, and 
anſwered that it was not the buſineſs 
of the Mecaſhphim to perform magic 
rites for the gratification of idle 
curioſity. I ſhall reward you ſo 
amply for it, ſaid I, that you will 
find me the moſt munificent viſitor 
you ever received.” . ** Promiſes are 
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eaſily made, anſwered he, but you 
may not be. capable of performing 
them.“ That you may have per- 
fect ſecurity with reſpect to that cir- 


( 
cumſtance, replied I, I ſhall this ; 
moment give you a draught upon k 


the 
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the moſt eminent banker in Baby- 


lon.” © What miracle do you de- 


fire to ſee performed?” ſaid he. I 
don't care what it is, anſwered I, pro- 
vided 1t really be a miracle.” He 


then mentioned ſeveral feats, which, 


as I knew them to be performed by 
ſlight of hand, T would not accept as 


a proof of his being endowed with 


magical power. * I have here a rod 
in my hand, faid I, make this rod to 
bloſſom, as when it remained in the 
tree, and I ſhall not only acknow- 
ledge your power, but reward you 
with ten thouſand Beluſes of gold.” 
Conſcious of his incapacity, he de- 


clined the propoſal, ' I afterwards 
mentioned a number of other expe- 


riments, 
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riments, to none of which would he 
ſubmit. | 


Finding it in vain to urge him 
any farther with entreaties, I deter- 


mined to try the effect of provoca- 


tion, which was now the more likely 


to operate, as ſeveral perſons had 


come into the hall, wich the view, 1 


ſuppoſed, of conſulting him. © How 


have you the impudence to arrogate 


preternatural power, ſaid I, when you 
cannot perform any one of the mira 


cles which 1 have mentioned? I'af 
firm it in the preſence of this eam. 
pany, that you dare not bring the 


art which you profeſs to the teſt of 


experiment. You' are an impoſter, 
Sir, and as ſuch: I ſhall proclaim you 
S through- 
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throughout Babylon.” His paſſion 
now roſe to that height, that, ſnatch» 
ing a ſerpent out of the hand of one 
of the witches, he threw it at me 
with all his force. I lifred it from 
the floor, and returning the compli- 
ment, ſtruck him with it directly in 
the face; whilſt all the ſpectators 
ſtood in amazement at the boldneſs 
of one who dared to contend with a 
magician within the walls of the col 
lege. © By all the powers of magic, 
exclaimed he, I ſhall this moment 
render you one of the moſt mi- 
ſerable of mortals. I ſhall de- 
prive you of virility,” This was 
one of the moſt ſatisfactory ex- 
periments I could have deſired; 


and 
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and I dared him to perform his me- 
nace. een 
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With his magic wand he now 
drew a circle round him, and a curi- 
ous ſcene immediately commeneed. 
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He delivered in verſe to the witches 
his orders for conducting the pro- 
ceſs; and they, in their turn, during 
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the execution of the orders, repeated 
them alſo in verſe. The ceremony 
was performed in the following 
Manner. | | | 
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MAGICIAN. 
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Take an infant's tender ſtones, 
Take a horſes rotten bones, 

Take the fat of badger's reins, 

And the blood from eunuch's veins: 

Let them fimmer long and flow, WC 

That he ne'er may Venus know. 


WITCRHEB. 
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WATCHES... ....-: 

Here are th' infant's tender ſtones, 

Here the horſe's rotten; bones, 

Here's the fat of badgers, reins, 12 

And the blood from eunuchs veins 


They ſhall ſimmer long and ſlow, 
That he ne'er may Venus know. 


MAGICTAN. 
Take the frog's pellucid ſpawn, 
Take the leſt eye of a fawn, 
Vapid palm-wine's effete lees, 
And the tails of virgia-bees; 
Miz the whole with melted ſnow. 
That he ne'er may Venus know. 


WITCHE 8. 
"Here's the frog's pellueid ſpawn, LY 
Here's the left eye of a fawn, 
Vapid palm-wiae's effete lecs, 
And the tails of Virgia-bees ; 
We mix all with melted ſnow, 
That he n&er may Venus know. 


MAGICIAN.e 

Take a waxen goat, the fire, 

Take a knife made het as fire, 
Plunge it deep in both his groins, - - 
} Cut the nerves that ſerve the loins ; 
F Round them make the mixture flow, 

| That he n&er may Venus know. 
Vol. I. Q WITCHES. 
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WITCHES. 
Here's a waxen goat, the fire, 
Here's a knife made hot as fire; © 
We plunge deep in both his groins, © 
Cat the nerves that ſerve the loins; 
Round them make the mixture flow, 
That he ne'er may Venus know. 


GR AND CHORUS. 
Ye gods of heav'n! Ye gods of hell! 
Seal with your pow'r this magic ſpell. 
Yes, ev'ry god of heav'n and hell, 
Confirms the myſtic magic ſpell. 


The whimfical ſolemnity of this 
ſcene, the vehemence of the actors, 
and the ſeverity of the interdiction, 
Joined to the horror and aſtoniſh- 
ment which appeared in the looks 
of the ſpeRators, were ſuch as per- 
haps no man in Babylon could have 
ſupported but - myſelf. 1 exulted 
during the whole of the ceremony, 


and triumphed over every denuncia- 
tion. 


1 9540 
tion, © Go! faid the magician, 
go! moſt miſerable of men, and learn 
to dread the vengeance of the of- 
fended and omnipotent Mecaſh- 
phim.“ 4 Gol-faid the witches, go! 
thou moſt hapleſs and moſt contetnp- 
tible of culprits; thou muſt live a 
perpetual alien to the joys and privi- 
leges of manhocd. „es Leb, replied 
1, I ſhall go: 1 fall g 80 this moment 
to the temple of Vents, and aſoet- 
tain, * by experiment, the uncon- 
trolable power of the gods, and the 
impotency of all your execrations.” 
Having faid this I took FI leave of 


* 


the college. 


1 
— 


1 


7 


- O2 CHAP, 


1. 456 ) 


* * 1 . . 5 * 
: * 5 2 « * T * 
N e 4 b " ” 


% * p 

; g 0 32 * 1 89 

3 : * 3 8 " * © 0 * pr 

* « * * 
FS] 15 * 1 "+? 
, * 5 . 
* . 
* Ll 
| * 8 

1 " » * 4 1 P * * * 
, 1 oz : % # . * 


KEFLEXIONS oN THE STATE or 
. LEARNING IN BABYLON» VER 
ks PRESENTED TO SEMIRANMIS.” 


„ 
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T Had. now ſurveyed every de- 

partment in the celebrated cob 
lege of Chaldeans, the whole of 
which, I was informed, contained 
near a thouſand perſons, ſupported 
chiefly at the expence of the crown. 
It was a fingular inſtitution, and one 
which doubtleſs did the higheſt honor 
to the liberality of the Aſſyrian kings; 
but I may ſafely affirm, that inſtead 
of 


9 
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of promoting, it -achually: retarded 
the cultivation of uſeful learning. 
It was a nurſery. of ſuperſtition, er- 
ror, and impoſture, witch, under its 
powerful influence, ovetſpread the 
whole eaſtern, and aſterwards infected 
every nation in the weſtern world. 
In the ſurvey which I made, had 1 
met with ſo much as one inſtance of 
what could be called real ſcience? - 
In the Aſhaphim, where I might 
have expected to find the knowledge 
of the true God uncorrupted, their 
conceptions of the Supreme Power 
were degrading to reaſon; and they 
had defiled the principles of religion 
with the groſſeſt idolatry. Except 
ſome obſervations, relative to the 
riſing 
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'rifing-and'fetring of the ſtars} upon 


which however the Chaldeans had 
not erected, nor even attempted to 
erect apy, ſyſlem of aſtronomy, the 


Whole of their boaſted ſcience was 


nothing elſe than a maſs of the moſt 
extravagant and ridiculous fictions; 
a compound of ſpeculative error and 


of practical deception. In fact, they 


had totally miſtaken both the nature 
of ſcience, and the means by which 
it can be attaibed. Neglecting the 
improvement of the underſtanding, 
they hunted after knowledge in the 
wilderneſs of. imagination, where 
every phantom was dignified with 
the name of truth, and every whim 
Was 9 as profound and uſeful 
ann diſcovery. 
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raſed to the ground. this celebrated 
college of Cbalde ans, and, at the 
ſame time extinguiſhed the "warring 
tion which i it had either ſupported or 
engendered, they would have ap- 
proved themſelves the moſt ſignal 
bene factors of human kind, and haye 
performed an action more worthy. of 
perpetual fame than the overthrow- 


of the Aſſyrian monarchy. 


flexion, that, though a period of fif- 
teen hundred years had now elapſed, 


ſcarce advanced one ſtep. in any de- 
partment of uſeful knowledge, and i n 


ligion, 


diſcovery. Had the Median kings 5 


It was to me a mortifying re- 
ſince the Deluge, the human mind had 


the moſt eſſential proyinee, that of re- 
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ngion, ite motion had been retrograde,” 
Tpanted'for the auſpicious zra when 
the intellectual faculties ſhould be 
rouſed from that lethargy in which 
ſuperſtition, impoſture, and deſpotiſm 
had conſpired to involve them. The 
light of ſcience, though as yet 1 
knew not of the event, was at this 
moment beginning to dawn in a dif. 
Ferent quarter. Seven men, who de- 
ſerved more the admiration of the 
world, than the uſeleſs works which 
received the denomination of the Se- 
ven Wonders, were now beginning | 
to eultivate philoſopby in the ſtates | | 
and-colonies of Greece. The miſts | 
-of ſimplicity and ignorance retarded - 
for ſome time the progteſs of illumi - 

nation 
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nation; but it afterwards ſhone forth 
Ss with a ſplendor correſponding to that 
A of the ſun in his meridianglory. Then 
A :roſe every muſe that prefides over. 
genius or knowledge, Hiſtory, 
which had hitherto been unknown, 
ſpread forth her ſplendid page, 
teaching wiſdom by memorable ex- 
amples, and delineating the various 
evolutions of human policy from 
cauſe to effe&. Philoſophy, Socratic 
philoſophy now reared her heavenly 
countenance, and diſpenſed to. the 
world the pureſt preceꝑts of morality. 
Eloquence lifted up her voice, which 
ſhook the thrones of tyrants, and dif- 
fuſed, wherever it reached, an irreſiſti- 
ble ſpiritof liberty amongſt mankind; 
Vox. I. P - whilſt 


[ 2 } 
whilſt Poetry raiſed her lavrelled- 
votaries to the pinnacle of ' fame! 
When by theſe the underſtanding. 

. Had been exercifed in the diſcovery 
of truth, and the imagination hat 
been fired with great conceptions, 
then ſhone forth that light, which 
exalted the human mind to its high- 
eſt pitch of perfection, and diſplayed 
the glorious rewards which are re- 
ſerved for piety and virtue. 

Theſe are the“ monuments more. 
durable than braſs.““ Theſe are 
they which alone can give luſtre to 
the efforts of human ambition; and 


will ſurvive with perpetual glory, 
when temples, and obeliſks, and all 


* Monumentum zre perennius. 
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the mdnuments of regal power Galt” 
be laid in the duſt. 


As a concluſion to this chapter, * 
ſhall, without any comment; ;ſubjoin- 
the verſes. preſented to Semiramis. 
by the Governor's anceſtor, 'and* 
which I had now received from 
him, | 7 


VERSES ADDRESSED 10 
SEMIRAMIS, - | 


O Thou] whoſe luſtre gilds Aſlyria's throne, 
Whoſe royal cares applauding millions own, 
Accept the tribute which thy fame inſpires; - 
Thy fame productive of the poet's fires, 
Who ſeorns alike to taint his gen'rous lays, -- 
With venal pomp, or proſtituted praiſe. 


How ſhall the muſe in ardent verſe diſplay, 
The matchleſs ſplendor of th auſpicious day, 
When firſt thou, deckt in all thy radiant charms, 
With | rapture bleſs'd th' exulting monarch's arms; 
When 
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ben eure triumph reigu d without SES 4 
And Babylon' s tow rs proclaim'd the public joy? , 
How ſhall her ſtrains, ex expanding with ber ve. 
Attempt the glorious ſubject to purſue, _ 
When cities captur'd, and when kings 0 'erthrown, 
nta iſtretrh d thy von queſto er a world unknown? 


Then India's plains beheld thy martial toils, 


Whitft vanyuith'd nations trembled for their —— 


Then lofty Bagiſtan, untrod before, | 4 
Thy pow r acknowledg'd and thy trophies barks 2 


' The gols aſtemiſb N I w thy ſtructures rife, 


And hail'd a ſecond Venus to the e.. 


Long as Fophrates (hall his waters roll, = 
Long as ſhall ſtand the Babylonian ole, == 
Long as thy empire's glory, ne er ſurpaſt, 


—- 


or thine o more chan boman works cual d 


880 


From en vy, rage, and time itſelf ſecure 
r 1 
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